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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 29 March 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

38/07 PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd;R Gooderham;Mrs D Gooderham;Mrs D Hellett;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole;P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher,Clerk to the Council and 3 members of the public.

39/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs V Blair and County Councillor P Downes.

40/07  PUBLIC FORUM   Mr J Bolderson raised a number of points regarding the allotments, ranging from the letting of allotments and payment therefore through to dogs, hedging plants and a new standpipe.  His comments were  noted.

41/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 22 February 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

42/07  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.     Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that a few new members had joined and it was her intention to speak with the oil suppliers during the summer in an effort to improve the deal which we have in the light of there being far more members than first envisaged.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

b) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer said that he hoped to put the roof on over the Easter period.

c) Cemetery Cottage.  The Clerk said that permission had now been received from the insurers for repair work to commence and he had advised Stilton Partners.    Councillor Mrs Gooderham reiterated her concerns over the general structure of the cottage and said that she hoped that a real effort would be made this year to make improvements.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd suggested a working party, but the Chairman said that until the Loss Adjusters had made their report there wasn’t much that we could do.

It was, nevertheless, agreed to establish a working party and the membership is to be Councillors Mrs Gooderham;C Ayrton;L Farrer;Mrs R Lloyd and D Poole.

The Clerk was asked to chase the Conservation Officer for the details of the windows specialists and to ask whether the cottage had been placed on the buildings at risk register.

d) Mandeville Hall.    The Clerk reported that he had requested costs from two architects, one of whom is to look at the building and come back to him and the other said that his likely fees for drawing plans and overseeing construction would be in the region of £1200.  He said that as a rule of thumb, building costs can be reckoned to be about £1000 per square metre.

e) Cemetery Memorial Repairs.   Members were keen to have the broken memorials repaired as soon as possible and the Clerk will chase Blenkharn’s for costs.

43/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0700309  Land SE of Avalon,Stow Longa, erect dwelling.

It was proposed by Councillor C Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs R Lloyd and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of this application, since it is in line with existing development and within the curtilage of an existing dwelling.

0700793 Kimbolton Preparatory School, Thrapston Rd – extension to existing dining facility.   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of this application.  Some concerns were raised about any increase in the number of pupils at the school, due to the problems of traffic.

The discussion moved on to the question of numbers attending Overhills School and whether attendance there was improving. It was agreed to invite Roy Butler, Chairman of Governors, to attend one of our meetings.

44/07  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.      The Clerk has been awaiting confirmation that manpower was available to spread topsoil before ordering it, but Councillor Farrer said that he will order some next week and will liaise with Geoff Bichener.    He also asked whether a children’s goal could be provided so that a kick-about area could be established for the summer, prior to the pitch becoming useable.  This was agreed and the Clerk will obtain prices.

b) Playgrounds.   The Clerk said that the RoSPA inspection is scheduled for April.     The new multiplay is on order and due in 6-8 weeks.  Councillor Seabrook was concerned about the close proximity of the multiplay to the tree and that children were climbing the tree.  He suggested that either the tree should come out or the new multiplay be located further from it.

It was agreed to ask Councillor Mrs Blair to meet with the Chairman and Councillor Seabrook to decide on the location of the new multiplay unit.

45/07  CORRESPONDENCE

Councillor Mrs Lloyd referred to her e mail relating to the milestone.  Mike Knight of the Milestone Society had knocked on the door of ‘Cobwebs’ and asked the owner if she would agree to have the milestone located on her verge.  She readily agreed and that is where the stone will be placed.  It is not quite in the same position as before, being slightly nearer to London than originally,  but then, miles are not as long as they used to be a hundred years ago.  
District Councillor J Gray arrived at this point.

Copy of e mail sent to Councillor Gray from the District Council regarding the Vicarage Coachhouse, in which the diocese advises that they had hoped to relocate the current occupier of the parsonage in the autumn of 2006 but the vendor had pulled out, hence no works being undertaken.  It is their intention to relocate the occupier of the parsonage to a new build house and sell the parsonage and that, as part of the contract sale, the purchaser rebuild the coach house.

This is totally at variance with what the diocese has said previously , in that they said they ‘have a contract with a building contractor to both demolish the previous coachhouse together with constructing the new building as per the approved drawings.’ 
Members were not happy at the prevarication of the diocese or that no internal fitting had been retained, despite this Council’s request,  and requested a site meeting with HDC Enforcement Officer.  
Notification of the Council’s insurance policy renewal, due 1 June 2007 at a premium of £1900.68.     This is within the budgeted amount.

Letter from HDC informing that members of the public will be in future permitted to speak at Development Control Panel meetings.

Notification of HDC Renewable Energy Event at St Ives on 18 April 2007.
Copy of HDC Code of Recommended Practice on Local Authority Publicity, relating to publicity around election time.

Mobile library timetables. Alternate Wednesdays starting 28 March at Stow Rd 1445 to 1600 and Castle Gardens from 1610 to 1655.        


Tree Preservation Order confirmed for 2 Newtown Lane.

Revisions to Contracts of Employment.

Cambs Acre User Survey.

Letter from a young lady in Constable Leys regarding problems with gangs of both boys and girls intimidating passers-by in Kimbolton.   Some members had also witnessed this problem and it was agreed that the Clerk would advise the police.

Letter from Dept for Constitutional Affairs on Memorial Safety.   Whilst reiterating that memorials must be safe, rather backtracking on previous advice and urging caution on the part of councils before they set out to flatten memorials.

Letter from Kimbolton School asking whether Councillor Seabrook will continue as our Governor Representative.     Councillor Seabrook was elected to this post last November but it will not be possible to confirm this until after the elections.

Notification from the Audit Commission that Moore Stephens have again been appointed as our external auditors for 2006/7.

Request from T L Cobbold for a memorial to the late Raymond and Charles Mehew.  This was approved.

Letter from the Civil Protection Officer of Cambridgeshire County Council requesting information on burial plot availability etc in case of the need for mass burials following pandemic ‘flu. It was agreed to advise him that we have sufficient for the needs of the parish and that non-parishioners are not normally allowed to be buried here.  

Contract from MHB Services Ltd for street lighting maintenance for the next three years has been signed by the Clerk and will be effective from 1 April 2007.

Notices of Election for display.

Request by Mr and Mrs Carpenter to be able to erect a shed on their allotment.  This was agreed.

46/07  APPLICATION TO EXTINGUISH PART FOOTPATH 46, STONELY

An application has been received from Mr and Mrs Agnew of Hatchet Lane for the extinguishment of part of footpath 46, where this footpath crosses their garden and that of their neighbours.  The footpath has not been used for many years and, indeed, it was not realised until recently that it existed.

There is an alternative to that footpath and stopping it up will cause no inconvenience, therefore Councillor Mrs Gooderham proposed and Councillor Seabrook seconded, that no objection be made to the extinguishment of part of footpath 46.  This was unanimously agreed.
47/07  LOCAL ELECTIONS 3 MAY 2007

The Clerk said that he had received sufficient nomination papers for those wishes to stand for election and those papers were due back at HDC offices by noon on 4 April.  The Clerk offered to collect the completed papers and take them to HDC.

48/07  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that arrangements for the re-paving of the High Street were well under way and he had secured the agreement of the District Council to fund most of the cost.    The proposal will allow the complete re-paving of both footpaths and will include the area around the War Memorial, but not George corner.

Members were disappointed that this was not to be included and that the opportunity to provide for the ‘café society’, with wider pavements outside the pubs. and Olivers was to be missed.     However, they were delighted that the scheme is going ahead and thanked Councillor Gray for all the hard work he had put into bringing this to fruition.

Members did not wish to see the loss of the cobbles between the paved footpath and the kerb and did not find the suggestion of smaller slabs in this area acceptable.   Disabled access will be provided for at the ramps and this will be paved rather than cobbled as at present.

It was agreed that the new sandstone slabs should be provided and that the cobbles be repaired and it is understood that the cost of this will be c £110,000, of which the Parish Council’s contribution is to be £20,000.    It was proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed that this expenditure of £20,000 be spread over the 2007/8 and 2008/9 financial years.

Councillor Gray also referred to the Neighbourhood Watch meeting to be held in Tilbrook village hall next week and hoped that as many members as possible would attend.   It was agreed to push for more police presence in Kimbolton particularly in view of the comments about harassment by youths and the recent burglaries.

Complaints had been received by Councillor Gray about the former allotments site where it appeared the builders had cut down the boundary hedge, despite assurances and a planning condition that it should not be touched.  He had attended the site and had contacted the planners.  He understands that a stop notice will be placed on the site.   The Clerk said that the MD of Bewick Homes had ‘phoned him and said that all they had done was to clear the rubbish out of the hedge and that the hedge had been cut down by householders living in Ashfield, where they backed onto the site.
49/07  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

F R Kidman                  Removal of fallen tree etc                       £1220.00 no VAT

Robinsons               Service Piaggio + fuel                                      £91.36 inc   “

Smith of Derby Ltd     Church clock mtnce                                     £166.85  “    “

Wicksteed Leisure      Purchase of multiplay unit                       £16334.85 “     “

Payroll costs inc NI & Pension + expenses refunded                   £1778.86 “     “

50/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer asked when the George corner bollard was to be re-fitted.

He also said that the weir on the river Kym appeared to have a piece missing and that the water was low.

 Councillor R Gooderham said that there is a tree in the river by Rookery bridge and another by Butts bridge.  The Clerk will tell the Environment Agency of all these problems.

He also said that the streetlight outside 41 high St is out.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that there is a tree stump on the Butts.  Could the groundsman saw it off?

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that someone had cut and also dug up some daffodils from the Causeway.     She also said that there is a carpet in the river at Carnaby.  This will be reported to the Environment Agency.

Councillor Ayrton said that both the pharmacy and dentist streetlights are out. The one at the end of the Leys is faulty and the one halfway down is open.

Councillor Poole asked whether the groundsman could clean the seats around the village, perhaps using bleach to remove the moss.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the footway between Tudor Court and Ashfield had not yet been swept, the streetlight in Newtown Lane by Maurice Close was always on and the one in the walkway behind the White Horse was out.

Councillor Seabrook said that Stow Road streetlight was still on and the potholes in Easton Road have not been repaired, nor has the drain at the bottom of Park Lane been unblocked.

Councillor Mrs Hellett asked if the groundsman could paint the churchyard gates.                                        

51/07  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in the Fire Station on Thursday 26 April, 2007 commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 2225 hours.
