KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 29 October 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

149/09  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); R Gooderham; Mrs D Gooderham; K Hutchinson; C Ayrton; Mrs D Hellett; P Seabrook; D Poole; T Sutton; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE  C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 4 members of the public.

150/09  APOLOGIES were received from County Councillor P Downes and District Councillor J Gray.

151/09  PUBLIC FORUM 

A member of the public asked whether members had noted the trail mast which had now been erected on the airfield and which is less than one half the height of the proposed wind turbines.    She said that an action group had now been officially formed and was known as ‘Stop Bicton Windfarm at Kimbolton’.

The Chairman confirmed that the minute the Council has an application from Broadview Energy we will call an open meeting.

Councillor Hutchinson asked how many members there were of the Action Group and was told that there were probably about seven.

152/09  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 24 September 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.
153/09 MATTERS ARISING

a) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.    The Clerk reported that we were now in a position to organise an opening event and it was agreed that possible dates were Fridays 20 and 27 November, subject to the Mandeville Hall not being in use for any other purpose.  The Clerk will send out invitations and arrange refreshments for those attending, numbers being estimated at 50.

Councillor Seabrook asked whether the Agreement for the use of the new room had been signed.  The Clerk confirmed that it had been and that without the Agreement the funding would not have been forthcoming from the County Council.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point.
It was suggested that the steps to the front door of the Mandeville Hall needed white-painted edges. Councillor R Gooderham said that this, being a Health and Safety matter, was the responsibility of the Mandeville Hall Committee.

b)Community Service

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had met with Keith Mansfield and had shown him what work needed doing.  He had completed an H & S check which was satisfactory and we are now on the list for work to be done.

c) Policing.   The Clerk said that no crime list had yet been received.

The Clerk has written to the Sector Inspector at St Neots asking for a police presence at the Remembrance Parade and two officers had been promised.

d) Cemetery Extension.       Councillor Hutchinson said that no reply to his letter had yet been received from Hunts District Council.

154/09  COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

Councillor Downes was unable to be present tonight, but had sent an e mail in which he reported that the Area Joint Transportation Committee had rejected his request for a safety audit  on the Easton Rd junction in Stonely on the grounds that there have not been enough accidents to warrant an activity they could not afford.    He has requested that the officers produce a ‘shopping list’ of safety features, road signs etc so that Parish Councils could consider whether they thought a safety matter sufficiently important, they could fund it themselves, subject of course to Highways approval. 

Highways have, however, agreed to add Easton Rd to the gritting schedule though they would not agree to add Newtown.  Councillor Downes has spoken to the head of Overhills School who says that she is sure she could arrange volunteers to spread grit if a bin was provided.

155/09  PLANNING MATTERS
0901186  18 High St – change of use retail to residential.
The applicants were present and were permitted to speak by the Chairman.  A lengthy discussion followed during which members said that they appreciated the problems being experienced by the retailer, who complained about a fall-off of trade due, he thought, to a lack of car parking space in Kimbolton.  However, they thought that the loss of this shop as a retail outlet would be the thin end of the wedge for Kimbolton.    It is not so much that the loss of the retailing of particular goods to the village would be a problem, for it was thought that other retailers might take on the newspapers, but to allow a change of use would ensure that one more retail unit would be lost to the village for ever.

It was therefore proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed that this application be refused due to loss of a retail outlet and without sufficient justification on viability.
Following the vote the proposal was carried by 8 votes to 3.

0901115  Moravian Chapel, East St.   Erect porch and conservatory.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

156/09  REPORTS

a) WORKING PARTIES

  Oil Group.   Councillor Mrs Blair asked whether a further donation had been received and suggested that it be used to replace the rose bushes in the churchyard.  The Chairman said that she would speak to the oil supplier.

The Clerk said that he had heard nothing further from Mr Gordon regarding the new notice board and members suggested that he try John Haynes of Thrapston Rd.
b) OUTSIDE BODIES

  Councillor Seabrook reported on his attendance yesterday at a Hunts District Council meeting concerning the A14 Fen Ditton to Ellington improvements.   Councillor Seabrook spoke presented this Council’s views and a copy of his speech will be sent to the District Council for cabinet members.

The Chairman and Councillor Poole both attended a recent meeting of the Mandeville Hall committee.

Councillor Seabrook reported that Kimbolton School’s planning application for an extension to their Dining Hall had been refused by the Listed Buildings officer.
157/09  CORRESPONDENCE

Formal notification of the intention to divert footpath 46 in Stonely has been received from the County Council.
A response from the Planning Department regarding the Serpentine Walk at Stonely Cottage has been received and it seems that the reinstatement of the Walk is planned for the next phase of the works there.

Letter from BT inviting the Council to ‘adopt’ the red telephone kiosk in Easton Rd for £1.      It was agreed to take no action.  This kiosk is listed.

Hunts DC letter re Parish Electoral Review, confirming intention to transfer some properties from Kimbolton to Stow Longa parish.

Circular from Cambs CC re future Cambridgeshire – response on the Regional Strategy, confirming consultation available until 24 November.

Request from organiser of Kimbolton Food Festival for financial assistance.  Regret unable to assist as no funds currently available.

158/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

W J Watson & Sons     TV aerial Cemetery Cottage               £270.25 inc VAT  
MHB Services Ltd         Streetlight mtnce                                  £87.30  “      “
Robinsons                   Piaggio service + fuel                          £226.46  “      “

Fishers                          Sundries                                              £48.25  “      “

C L Thatcher         Pay Oct + daff bulbs + tiles & grout           £772.48  “     “

A D Tibbett              “      “   + Piaggio MoT + phone card       £695.25  “     “

Inland Revenue                PAYE/NIC Oct                               £353.97  no   “
Cambs County Council        Pension conts.                           £411.06   “     “

159/09  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.

Councillor Gray was unable to attend this meeting.

160/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham referred to the trial mast erected on the airfield and pointed out that it was not fitted with warning lights for aircraft.

He asked that, now that 6 months have elapsed, the matter of financial assistance to the Scouts for their fencing be again placed on the agenda.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham expressed her concern at the trees in the river at Carnaby, as she thought that they could well cause flooding.

She said that the streetlight in Stow Road was out and the large stones to the side of the dental surgery, in St Andrews Lane, had been moved when the building was painted and now could be tripped over by pedestrians.

Dog fouling appeared to be on the increase in the village.

Councillor Hutchinson said that the District Council’s planning Core Strategy document had been adopted.

He also referred to the parking of cars on the Causeway.

Councillor Seabrook mentioned the Leys land and the question of ownership and whether written acceptance by householders that the Council owned the strip of land should be obtained.  Other councillors questioned the reason why this Council wished to retain the land in question.
Councillor Seabrook made reference to the planning application earlier discussed and the citing of parking problems as a reason for the poor trade in the village.  He said that some years ago Richard Probyn and Stuart Bell of Hunts District Council agreed to consider the parking arrangements in the High Street and to report back to this Council.  He thought that they should be chased for their report.

161/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will take place on Thursday 29 October 2009 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2120 hours.
