
                                       KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 29 September 2011 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

126/11  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson; P Seabrook; Mrs J Stainer; D Poole; G Gorham; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs E Milne and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

127/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs R Lloyd and R Gooderham and District Councillor J Gray.
128/11  CHAIRMAN  In the absence of Councillor Mrs Lloyd it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously agreed that Councillor Hutchinson should take the Chair.

Councillor Hutchinson in the Chair.

129/11  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

130/11  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 25 August 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the clarification by Councillor Seabrook, in respect of minute 115/11, that he was not in attendance at the Neighbourhood Panel meeting.
131/11  MATTERS ARISING

a) Police.   The Clerk read the report of crimes in the parish over the past month, which had been provided by PCSO Carol Corn.

b) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk said that he had met with Kim Renkin and asked him to provide the drawing of the opening to be made in the cemetery wall for access to the extension, as required by the Planning Department.   This he will do on his return from holiday.

The Clerk said that in order to integrate the new part with the old, it would be good to design the pillars in the same style as those at the main entrance to the cemetery.  Indeed, it would be nice to provide gates which reflected the design of the existing gates at the main entrance and, perhaps, to commemorate the fact that next year is the diamond jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.        Members thought that this would be worthwhile and the Clerk will obtain a drawing of gates and prices.

c) Car Parking.  Nothing further heard and the Clerk will write to Paul Bland asking for an update.

d) Youth Club – agreement.    The Clerk said that he had now received an invoice from the County Council  for Youth Service provision and will arrange payment and the return of the completed Service Level Agreement.     This will be reviewed next January.
e) Hall’s Meadow footpath.  Following notification by the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Lloyd, the Clerk had spoken to the Trees Officer about the disruption to the footpath being caused by the small group of trees on Hall’s Meadow.  The Trees Officer was adamant that he would not approve the felling of the trees and said that, now that the damage had been done, the answer would probably be to provide a ramp over the roots.

     The Clerk will ask the County Council to undertake this.

f) Computers for Mandeville Hall.    The Clerk reported that he had six people interested in using computers at the Hall, if we could establish some sort of “Internet Café” and the Youth Club were also interested in being able to use them.

He had enquired about the cost of broadband and the provision of a telephone line and found that the cheapest offer was by Orange, at a price of £60 inc VAT for installation and then £27.75 inc VAT per month for line and broadband rental.    This could have been just £17.75 per month, but BT have not ‘un-bundled’ the Kimbolton exchange, with the result that any other telecom provider has to pay a fee to BT, which amounts to £10 per month.  Nevertheless, this is still a lot cheaper than the charges which would be levelled by BT which are £130 for installation and around £40 per month for rental.
Orange will also provide a free wireless router, so that all three computers may use the internet.   The initial contract term is twelve months.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously agreed to go ahead and provide the broadband and to ask the Mandeville Hall Committee if they would be willing for the room to be used for tuition free of charge in the first instance.   Volunteer tutors will be needed and it may be possible to combine the times that the computers are available with other activities, such as needlework and knitting, together with the provision of refreshments.

g) Pound Lane – KC Cougars.      The Clerk said that he had toady asked the Chairman if she had spoken with KC Cougars representative, but she said she had been unable to contact him.       It appeared as though KC Cougars had changed their mind about using Pound Lane as no works have been undertaken and no-one has contacted the Council.  The Clerk will endeavour to make contact and confirm the position.
132/11  COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Downes referred to the greater flexibility now being given by the County Council  in the introduction of road markings and signage and enquired whether this Council wished to make any changes to speed limits, yellow lines etc.  The Parish Council would have to pay for any changes and a large part of the cost is the advertising of the traffic orders. The County Council is gathering applications together with the intention of having one large advertisement to which all applicants contribute.   We need to apply soon if it is desired, as a queue is forming.

The County Council has decided to upgrade broadband connections across the whole county and hope to achieve superfast broadband across the county.  Councillor Downes provided information on the proposals and said that the officer concerned is Noelle Godfrey.

The guided bus is a great success (according to the County Council) and the County Council is reviewing both bus subsidies and library cuts following a challenge.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

133/11  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:

1101474  Huntingdon Compressor station – construct instrument kiosk

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously recommended for approval.

1101342  73 Main Rd Stonely – amended plan for replacement dwelling.

Councillor Mrs Milne declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this, left the room and took no part in the discussion or vote.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

Councillor Mrs Milne re-joined the meeting.

1101534  22 Main Rd.,Stonely – new vehicular crossing & remove existing.

Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal, due to road safety issues and the proposal having worse sightlines than the existing.
1101548  49 Castle Gardens, Kimbolton – erect conservatory to rear.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

b) Ongoing Planning Matters.  Stonely Cottage.  It was noted that the work to rebuild the wall was underway.       A member reported that it was understood that the County Council had been asked whether they would take over a strip of land as highway if the wall was re-aligned, but had refused.    Members felt that moving the wall further onto the site would be of benefit and, if the County Council could not widen the footpath, the parish council should lay grass between the existing footpath and the new line of the wall.  The Clerk was instructed to ask the County Council about this with a view to having the wall re-aligned.

c) Bicton Windfarm Enquiry.

Councillors Seabrook, Mrs Hawkes and Poole declared an interest in this item.

It was reported that the Inquiry had been deferred until 20/21 December due to illness etc, but the Inspector had now visited Kimbolton and the surrounding area.

134/11 REPORTS

Footpaths.      Councillor Poole reported that the County Council’s footpaths officer had now re-opened footpath 39 from Stow Road onto the airfield and was obtaining a quote for bridging a culvert.
Councillor Seabrook said that he had spoken with Mr Cooper as well and had been informed that Mr Cooper has expressed an interest in reviewing all footpaths in the parish with a view to making them circular walks, round the boundaries of fields, rather than through the middle.    He is keen to discuss this with the Parish Council.

Mandeville Hall Committee.     It was reported that the kitchen refurbishment was almost complete and the intention is to hold an Open Day.

Kimbolton School.  Councillor Seabrook said that the dining hall was finished and in use and there is likely to be a new development to replace the Spinney Block, though this is two or three years away.
135/11 REGISTRATION AS DATA CONTROLLER

The Clerk said that he had been advised that we should register with the Information Commissioner’s Office as, although we do not hold too much information in electronic form, we do hold names and addresses of individuals.  Registration costs £35 per annum.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Gorham and unanimously agreed to register at an annual cost of £35.

136/11  REQUEST FOR FURTHER DONATION

Councillor Seabrook said that he would be declaring an interest in this item but, before the discussion commenced, he wished to make a general point regarding donations.

He said that he thought it was this Council’s policy that , other than the donation given to the Fire Service Charity , no donations were given to other organisations.

The Clerk said that that was certainly the custom and practice of the Council, but he was not aware that it had been formally adopted as a policy.

Councillors Seabrook, Poole and Mrs Hawkes declared personal and prejudicial interests in this item, left the room and did not take part in the discussion or vote.

The Clerk read the letter from Stop Bicton Windfarm Group explaining that the delay in finalising the Inquiry had cost them more money than anticipated and requesting a further donation from this Council.
There was considerable discussion but it was finally proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett , seconded by Councillor Mrs Milne and unanimously agreed not to accede to the request.

Councillors Seabrook, Poole and Mrs Hawkes rejoined the meeting.

137/11  CORRESPONDENCE

 Letter from Luminus with Street Representative Scheme update.
Request for donation from Victim Support.   Agreed not to donate.

Circulars from Wicksteed Leisure.

Brochure from FLP playschemes.

Advice from HDC that NNDR bill for cemetery is being reduced and a refund of £125.14 will be made in respect of this year.

Letter of confirmation from Diocese of Ely that we may prune the churchyard trees and plant roses without a faculty.

Request from Jo Featherstone for exclusive right of burial to enable her mother Patricia De Caux (who was once a Kimbolton resident) to be buried here.  Council policy is not to grant exclusive right of burial to non-residents but members agreed that they would look favourably upon any application when the time comes.

HDC leaflets re annual sports courses.

HDC advice and form re precept for 2012/13

The Clerk reported that all allotments are now let, but the remaining one has young trees on it which need removing.  He has asked the Groundsman to see if he can remove them but, if not, requests permission to engage a contractor to do so.  This was approved.

A resident of the village has offered 30 trees to the Council.  They are a mixture, including hawthorn and cherry.    Members gratefully accepted the offer and asked the Clerk to pass on their thanks.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

138/11  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:
Fishers                           Sundries                                                      25.22 inc VAT

Graveley Garage            MoT Piaggio                                               37.80  no   “

MHB Services Ltd          Streetlight maintenance                              91.09  inc  “

Cambs County Council  Youth Club agreement fee                      2414.10  no  “

CGM Cambridge Ltd      Grasscutting                                              222.80  inc “

Information Commissioner   Registration fee                                     35.00  no  “

C L Thatcher                   Car tax Piaggio                                           16.00   “   “

C L Thatcher                   Daffodil bulbs                                              58.98  inc “

Payroll costs                   Pay, PAYE,NIC,Pension                         2344.55  no  “

139/11  SOLAR PANELS – MANDEVILLE HALL

Letter received from Affine of Hunters Way regarding their offer to provide solar panels at the Mandeville Hall.  Members raised no objection to the fitting of such panels but will leave the decision to the Mandeville Hall Committee.

140/11  COUNCIL MEETING NIGHT AND VENUE
Councillor Poole said that he thought Council should meet in the Mandeville Hall, rather than the Fire Station, but to be able to make the change would require a change of meeting night, as the Youth Club meets each Thursday.

The general feeling of those present was that, whilst they would be happy to use the Mandeville Hall Youth Room, they did not wish to change the night upon which Council met.    It was therefore agreed to leave the matter in abeyance for the time being.

141/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook said that there was subsidence on the B645 by the Dillington turn and also on the Stow Road, on the hill.

He asked that the Groundsman paint the Stonely Green millennium sign.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes is concerned at the increasing litter on verges throughout the parish.

Councillor Mrs Milne would like to see a litter bin provided in Stonely, near Hatchet Lane.

Councillor Farrer said that the mortar between the cobbles in the High Street was breaking up in places.   It will not be long before cobbles loosen and are lost and he thought remedial work now could save a lot of effort later.

Councillor Mrs Stainer commented on the builder’s truck which was often parked in London Road at ‘rush hour’ and was causing congestion.

Councillor Hutchinson said that the District Council would be introducing a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) on 1 April 2012.    This will be a tax on housebuilding, the rate based on the area of the building.

The amount achieved can be spent on infrastructure projects throughout the District, unlike the present S106 Scheme which provides benefits only in the area of the development, so parishes such as ours could benefit from development elsewhere.

Those Councils with a Parish Plan will be considered first, so perhaps this is something we should bear in mind.

142/11 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held at the Fire Station, Kimbolton on Thursday 27 October 2011, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2145 hours. 

