 KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 30 June,2005 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

74/05  PRESENT : Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);P Seabrook;D Poole;Mrs D Gooderham;Mrs D Hellett;T Sutton and Mrs R Lloyd.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray;Adam Tibbett, Groundsman ; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council, a member of the Press (Dominic Chessum from Town Crier) and 3 members of the public.

75/05  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs V Blair;C Ayrton and L Farrer.

76/05  PUBLIC FORUM

Reference was made to the porosity of the footpaths in some areas.

Councillor Peter Downes said that the sand had now been removed from Catworth Rd; bollards at George corner not yet done as engineers not satisfied with the seating. They will be ‘bendy’ bollards and there will be improved road markings.  No progress yet on High St paving.   Youth Club temporary home was to be the Scout premises, but this is no longer the case as the scouts are themselves struggling for members and there is some suggestion that their premises may be sold.   The Outreach worker has visited Kimbolton on a number of occasions but has not found many young people ‘hanging around’.

Councillor Downes shares our dissatisfaction with the quality of the re-surfacing of the footpaths and has strongly made the point that it is a waste of money and goodwill.   Contractors have not been careful when sealing against walls.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

A member of the public raised the problems of young people gathering in Pound Lane, often until late at night and letters of complaint from residents were read.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Councillor Poole suggested a barrier be erected across Pound Lane near to Duchess Walk.                

The Police have been informed of the problems and were to speak with the offenders.   Members were of the opinion that stronger action was necessary and the Clerk is to communicate this view to the Community Beat Manager.

77/05  HHP STREET WARDEN

The Chairman introduced Mellissa Marshall, the new Street Warden for this area.

Mellissa outlined her role and how she could help the village.    She covers 18 villages but visits Kimbolton on two days a week.   She job shares with Fleur, who visits on three days a week.    Should anyone need to contact her they may do so via 01480 428588.

78/05  MINUTES of the meeting of 26 May 2005 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following amendment.

70/05 To add that ‘Councillor Gray has also spoken to PC Russell Simpson’.

79/05  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme

Councillor R Gooderham has spoken to one or two companies and the best possibility seems to be Shelford Fuels, who can offer up to 2p a litre discount. Their rep. Is willing to attend our meeting and to speak on the idea and Councillor Gooderham will arrange this.

b)  Cemetery Cottage.    The guttering needs clearing of grass and weeds and Adam said that he would attempt this.  He confirmed that he had sprayed the cemetery paths.

He mentioned the need for transport of some sort due to the time he was spending walking from one end of the village to the other, taking bags of rubbish etc back and forth.   The Clerk gave details of a three wheeled pickup truck made by Piaggio, known as the Ape 50.  This is based on a 50cc motorcycle engine, with handlebar steering inside a cab.  It has a payload of 250kg and a reasonable size of flatbed.  The beauty of it is the low running costs, both in the way of tax and fuel.   The UK distributors have some in stock now which are described as ‘new, but weathered, due to standing outside’ at £2150 plus VAT, or new stock at £2750 plus VAT.    These vehicles will fit into the hearse house.

It was agreed to place this on the agenda for the next meeting.

Whilst on the subject of rubbish collection, it was noted that the bags have not been collected from the cemetery and the Clerk will chase this with HDC.

80/05  PLANNING MATTERS

0501193  Gardeners Cottage, Grass Yard.

Three letters of objection were received and the author of one of them, being present, was invited by the Chairman to speak.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs R Lloyd and agreed that this application be recommended for refusal, due to the overbearing nature of the proposed development and that it was too large for the site.

This was carried with 4 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

0501668  19 Aragon Place. It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed that no objection be raised. 

0501832   2 Ashfield.  It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs R Lloyd and agreed that no objection be raised.   There were 4 abstentions.

Development Core Strategy

The Chairman reported on this new publication which is on deposit for 6 weeks, so members will have a full month to see it.

81/05  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.

It was agreed to remove the old swings, due to adverse RoSPA reports, together with the concrete bases. Councillor Mrs Blair is in contact with Wicksteed and she will make the arrangements.

She has been in touch with Catworth PC regarding their new pavilion and facilities.  It seems that grant aid for these was achieved by using the Cougars football teams to support the bid and it is unlikely that we will be able to make a similar bid to the Football Foundation.   In any event, there appears to be a total lack of interest by the football clubs in our proposals for Pound Lane and perhaps it would be appropriate to look to establishing alternative sports uses on the site.

The possibility of croquet and bowls will be investigated and this will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

b) Youth Club

The building is being placed on the market without any planning permission and the sale is being handled by John Martin of Godmanchester.  It was agreed to express an interest in the site to the County Council 

The point was made that we will need to find another site for the recycling bins.

c) Car Park

Councillor Gray said that HDC are not prepared to consider our planning application at this time, as they would have to refuse it as it stands.  It will be held in abeyance for the time being.

Quotes have been received for re-surfacing the Mandeville Hall car park and these were read to the meeting.   It was thought that Ringway’s specification should be checked against the others and that quotes for block paving should be sought.     Another contractor, Jarvis, had expressed an interest in quoting.

82/05  THE LEYS FOOTPATH

Members were concerned that the gateway was still being used and Councillor R Gooderham felt that we should now take legal action.  It was, however, decided to erect a panel fence across behind the existing post and rail fence and to send an appropriate letter to the householder.

83/05  HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT GUIDE

It was agreed that Councillors Mrs Hellett and Mrs Lloyd would look at the proposed wording and respond accordingly.

84/05  CEMETERY FEES AND HEADSTONE SAFETY

The Clerk reported on the fees charged by cemetery owners locally.  It seemed we were in the lower half of charges and consideration will be given to reviewing those charges at the budget meeting.

The Clerk has also spoken with St Neots Town Council on the subject of the ‘topple testing’ undertaken by them.   They did not purchase a tester but engaged contractors to do the job.   The result was that about 1000 of the 5000 headstones tested were found to be ‘unsafe’.  They then had to put in stakes at the rear of the headstones and tie the stones to the stakes.  The next problem was to try to contact all relatives and they advertised extensively, in the press and on local radio.  There were horrendous problems and it all created a lot of bad feeling.   Interestingly, many of the stones that failed were the more modern ones and ones that were not very tall.

A question raised in the House of Commons appeared to indicate that government was now distancing itself from the requirement to test headstones in this manner, because of all the problems being encountered.   It was agreed to seek the views of the Confederation of Burial Authorities.

85/05  STREETLIGHT MAINTENANCE/REPLACEMENT

The Clerk has enquired of Bedfordshire as to who maintains their streetlights and been told that they are currently changing contractors.   It is suggested that we contact them again in a few months’ time.    

It was agreed that the Working Party should meet to decide upon replacement streetlights.

86/05  BUS STOPS

A meeting was held in the village on 7 May between representatives of the County Council and of Beds County Council.  Also in attendance were PC Russell Simpson, Councillor D Poole and the Clerk.

It was decided to establish bus stops in Thrapston Road, on both sides near to the Youth Club, where the St Neots bus and the ‘On Demand’ bus from Bedford, could meet and exchange passengers. These will be marked by signs and will have timetables.    Another bus stop will be in the High Street,again on both sides, but marked only by a sign on the wall of the building which has our notice board and with a box with timetables again on that building.

87/05  CORRESPONDENCE

Request from Mr and Mrs Soller for them to be allowed to provide a seat in the cemetery in memory of their son, Wesley.     This was approved.

Jointly Funded Minor Works Programme.   We have applied for a number of years for a pelican crossing on Thrapston Road, but have never been successful.   Councillor Gray suggested that we would not be successful in this because it did not ‘tick enough boxes’ to be funded.  It was agreed to place this on the agenda and to seek Councillor Downes’ views. 

CALC bulletins.

Letter from Huntingdonshire DC on Local Development Framework, consultation on core strategy preferred options.

Response from HDC on enforcement issues.

Letter re Coach House at Vicarage and breach of condition that building demolished before valid contract placed for construction of replacement.

Huntingdonshire Football Association re goalpost safety.

Cambs and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development Plan – Issues and Options Consultation.

Consultation on A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton

BT consultation on proposal to make payphone in Newtown into a cashless box.No objections were raised to this proposal.

Changes to mobile Library routes. Now proposed that the library will visit Kimbolton fortnightly, instead of weekly.

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.    Defra notification of powers available to Parishes (if they choose), such as ability to issue fixed penalty notices  for litter, graffiti,fly-posting and dog offences plus introduction of dog control orders, replacing current by-law system.

Notification from Smiths of Derby that church clock has been maintained.

AGM of Huntingdonshire NHS Primary Care Trust is on 20 September.

88/05  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

 A D Tibbett                  Pay May plus arrears                             £577.10 no VAT

C L Thatcher                             -do-                                            £647.85  “     “

Inland Revenue            PAYE/NIC May                                      £257.93  “     “

Cambs County Council        Pension conts May                        £292.96  “     “

Playground Management Ltd        Inspection                             £138.65 inc  “

K Fergusons Ltd                     Grasscutting                              £2625.89  “    “

E-On Energy                   Streetlight energy                              £1225.74 “     “

AA Computers                        Monitor                                        £160.00  “     “

R R Gooderham                      Sundries                                     £103.93  “     “

Total Turf Solutions                Survey                                         £734.38  “     “

Robinsons                               Petrol                                              £3.41  “     “

R R Gooderham         Knapsack sprayer, rubbish removal        £229.51 “      “

McAlpine Services         Streetlight mtnce May & June              £168.74 “      “

Seabrook Farms                       Weedkiller                                   £47.00  “     “

C L Thatcher                         Pay June                                       £566.94 no   “

A D Tibbett                                 -do-   + expenses                     £629.37  “     “

Inland Revenue                     PAYE/NIC June                            £218.34  “     “

Cambs County Council         Pension conts. June                     £266.24  “     “

89/05  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham was concerned at the speed of some motor vehicles through the village.  He thought that a strongly worded letter should be sent to the police.

Councillor Seabrook said that there was a blocked drain at the junction of the B645 and Easton Rd.

Councillor Poole reported that the superloo door was staying open again.

The poor state of cleanliness of the Mandeville Hall was commented upon. Councillor Gray said that there is to be a meeting between the County and District Councils regarding the High Street paving, later this month.

90/05  NEXT MEETING

The next normal meeting of Council is to be held at the Fire Station at 7 p.m. on Thursday 28 July 2005, but there will first be the village ‘walkabout’ commencing at 7p.m. on 21 July 2005.                 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2252 hours.

