  KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 30 March  2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

39/06  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; R Gooderham; C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.

40/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs V Blair; Mrs D Hellett and D Poole.

41/06  PUBLIC FORUM
The member of public present drew Council’s attention to the changes being made in ‘bus fare subsidies.  It seems that from 1 April the subsidy will no longer apply on the 152 service to Bedford because government changes now require each authority to operate separately and ‘cross border’ financing has been discontinued.  Apart from the additional expense to those holding passes, the workload for the drivers has increased where a bus crosses District boundaries, with the driver having to calculate the fare due for different sections of the journey.  This is particularly relevant for Kimbolton residents being, as we are, on the edge of the District.

It was agreed to write to Jonathan Djanogly MP; the County Council and the District Council.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

42/06  MINUTES of the meeting of 23 February 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.  

43/06  MATTERS ARISING

a)High St paving.  Councillor Gray said that he had spoken to Councillor Guyatt, the portfolio holder of the District Council, and discovered that the cost of the project is now put at £85,000.   He said there is little hope in obtaining finance for that amount at this point in time.  Various options were discussed, but it was agreed to wait for a complete scheme to be implemented.

b) Community Action Scheme.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had contacted one more oil supplier – CPL of Shefford – and their minimum delivery was 500 litres.  It was agreed to form a working party to discuss the quotes when the time arises and Councillors Mrs Blair and T Sutton agreed to help with the project.

c) Main Road Stonely.    An e mail has been received from Karen Lunn of Highways suggesting possible sites for interactive signs and further suggesting that we apply for a grant under the joint Minor Works Scheme later this year.

d) High Street parking.    Councillor Downes thought that a meeting to decide upon what is required would be appropriate and it was agreed to hold an open meeting on 1 June at the Mandeville Hall.  Circulars will go to all residents and traders in the High Street and East Street and a notice will be placed in the Village Crier, so that any interested person will have the opportunity to attend.

d) Primary Care Trust.  Councillor Downes said that the County Council had responded on the future of the Huntingdonshire Primary Care Trust.  There had been a free vote and Huntingdonshire representatives had proposed maintaining the status quo, but this was not supported by the County Council who proposed a Trust covering Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point. 

f) Bus Shelter.    Councillor Farrer produced a sketch of his proposal for a bus shelter, which essentially was four posts and a roof of peg tiles or shingles, measuring 3m x 2m, with 1.8m to the eaves.  He was asked to provide a drawing suitable for submission to the Conservation Officer and Highways.   He estimated cost at £500 - £600 and the Chairman asked him for an accurate budget so that a decision may then be made.     Once a decision is made and if it is to proceed, consultation will take place with conservation, highways and local residents.

G) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk read the report of Stilton Partners on the structure of the cottage.   It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to engage the services of a structural engineer/ surveyor as soon as possible.

44/06  PLANNING MATTERS

a)APPLICATIONS

0600569  69 Main Road, Stonely. Alterations.  This application was withdrawn today.

0600709  Unit 5 Nene Rd, Bicton Estate. Renew permission for temp. container.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed no objection.

0600847 13 Hatchet lane Stonely.erect 2 dwellings and garages. Proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Gooderham and agreed no objections.

0600558 67a Main Rd Stonely.erect garage and playroom.   Letters of objection from neighbours were read.  It was agreed there appeared to be no planning grounds for objection and therefore Councillor Seabrook proposed, Councillor Mrs D Gooderham seconded and it was agreed to raise no objection, but to point out to the planning authority that particular attention should be paid to storm water run-off from the site.

0600970  18 High Street, change of use of 2 rooms from domestic to retail and 1 room from retail to domestic. 

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item and left the room, taking no part in the discussion and not voting.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

 It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed no objection.

Councillor Hutchinson rejoined the meeting and took the Chair.

b) District Council Development Panel

The Chairman reported on his attendance and where the erection of the new teaching block had not been approved as such but the principle of development had been accepted by the Panel who wanted further details of final materials and finishes.  Further consideration is to be given to lessen the impact of the roof structures and, subject to these, they resolved to allow the development.

Councillor Hutchinson, Councillor Downes and Councillor Gray had all spoken at the meeting and Councillor Mrs Lloyd also attended.  She still remains firmly opposed to the application as presented, as does Councillor Mrs Gooderham.

Councillor Gray said that he had received a response from the District Council officers regarding our request for information on enforcement progress relating to the demolishing of the Vicarage Coach house.  They are investigating and will report back.

45/06  PLAYPARKS

The Clerk reported that he has made application for grant aid and we should not place an order until such time as the application has been determined, otherwise it would not be successful.

The Chairman said that he had spoken with a representative of Cougars Football and they are still keen to use the pitch.  They now have some finances and they have a senior team which needs a full size pitch.  They are also restricted in the use of the School pitches at this time of year, due to preparation for cricket.  

Members were pleased to hear that there was interest and agreed to enter into dialogue with Cougars again and Councillor R Gooderham suggested that perhaps a  meeting on site would be beneficial.

It was agreed to instruct the Groundsman to spray the weeds on the side of the pitch.

46/06  STREETLIGHTING

The Clerk gave details of the likely cost of replacement of the lamp near the Hearse House with a column lamp, the total cost of which would be around £1700.     It was agreed that a lamp is essential in that location but perhaps a cheaper option could be found if the lamp were attached to the Hearse House. The Clerk will determine costs.

47/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Huntingdonshire District Council seminar on planning Core Strategy.  Councillor Gray said that he had asked Councillor Guyatt what he thought about the idea of protected shop fronts in Kimbolton. He thought it a good idea in principle but there might be legal issues and these need investigating.

Roadshows on new concessionary bus fares scheme have taken place.

County Council proposing fare increases on its contracted services.

RoSPA will be undertaking playground inspection in April.

Refuse collection arrangements for Easter.

Letters from District Council re our application for cemetery extension, enclosing letter from Environment Agency requiring a risk assessment and detailing distances from watercourses necessary plus depth of burial necessary in relation to water table.     The risk assessment was likely to cost £1000 and the latter requirement was not achievable.   The Clerk had spoken to the Environment Agency and they had now agreed to withdraw those two requirements.

Various e mails to Chairman regarding the proposal to establish a touring caravan site near to Priory House, Easton Rd. and objecting because of the Wingfield connection.      This proposal is not subject to planning approval and this Council is not consulted on the matter.

Request from Crowsons for headstone re late Guy Ferguson.  This was approved.

CALC circulars and minutes.

Consultations on Public Path Order applications to the County Council.

Consultation on Parish Electoral Review with meeting planned for end of May.

Grasscutting on behalf of County Council.  Reduction in contribution by County to equate to four cuts per annum rather than five. This means our new reimbursement will be £1946.44.

A member said that he thought the contractors had cut the grass too early this year and hoped they weren’t trying to make up reductions elsewhere at the expense of this Council.  The Clerk will speak to Fergusons.

48/06  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he has been chasing bus timetables and they are still not ready.

He referred to a letter in the Parish Magazine from a resident concerned about the amount of litter deposited at the side of the Stow Longa road and offering to clear up himself.   He has made contact with the resident and the District Council is providing gloves, picks and bags to him.

49/06  ACCOUNTS

a)The following were approved for payment

Vision ICT Ltd                      Website                                          £975.25 inc VAT

K Fergusons Ltd     Final payment grasscutting 2005              £3030.65  “      “

Robinsons                        Fuel                                                      £3.06 inc VAT

Fishers                       Sundries                                                   £37.61   “     “

Smith of Derby Ltd     Church clock maintenance                    £158.63   “     “

Mandeville Hall            Hire                                                        £24.00  no   “

Hunts DC                   Holly hedge plants                                £496.43  inc   “

C L Thatcher                 Pay March + polythene etc                £595.28   no  “

A D Tibbett                      “       “            loppers                       £726.73    “    “

Inland Revenue             PAYE/NIC                                         £277.41    “    “

Cambs County Council    Pension conts.                                £296.45   “    “                

b) Clerk’s Incremental Progression.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham that the Clerk’s salary be increased by one increment to point 27 of the scale with effect from 1 April 2006.

50/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham suggested that a Council photograph be taken, just as used to be the case. It was agreed to place this on the agenda.

Councillor Seabrook reported that the drain at the bottom of Easton Road was again blocked.

He also suggested that the question of gifts for volunteer workers for the Council be considered and this will be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham remained concerned that the cemetery tree had not been supported.

She also mentioned that ‘A’ boards placed outside High Street shops had been removed by the District Council.

Councillor Sutton reported that the whitethorn hedge in the allotments had been planted as has the holly hedge alongside the cemetery extension.

Councillor Farrer reported a streetlight in Stonely as out. 

He commented on the hundreds of thousands of pounds being spent in St Neots on footpaths, when we are unable to obtain funding for our High Street paving and he mentioned the considerable amount of horse droppings now being found in Hatchet Lane.   

51/06  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 27 April 2006 commencing at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2230 hours.  

ACTION

41/06  CLERK                           45/06 CHAIRMAN/CLERK

43/06 B)  RL                              46/06 CLERK

43/06 F)  LF                               47/06 CLERK

43/06 G) CLERK                        50/06 CLERK

