    KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 30 November 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

155/06 PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);R Gooderham;          C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham ;Mrs D Hellett; D Poole; T Sutton; P Seabrook;       L Farrer; Mrs R Lloyd

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council; Will Davison, the Town Crier newspaper; Liesl, Youth Leader and four members of the Youth Club; seven members of the public.

156/06 APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs V Blair

157/06  PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Roy Benford of Great Staughton spoke regarding HGVs using the B645.

He has been monitoring HGV movements on this road and was certain that there are now more HGVs using it, despite the weight limit.   In one hour he counted 17 articulated lorries.  The 18 tonne gvw means that only two axle vehicles should be using the road, other than for access.  He is looking for support from Kimbolton in monitoring vehicle movements.

Councillor Seabrook said that some of the trouble now arises because of the roadworks at Brampton Hut, where traffic lights are being installed, but his greater fear is that with the proposals for the CHUMMS link, vehicles will find it easier and quicker to come this way.

Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

It was agreed to note the registration numbers of HGVs which appear to be ignoring the weight limit and to report them to Trading Standards.

Mr Cale of Hatchet Lane referred to his letter regarding planning, which had been too late for the last meeting.  The Chairman read both Mr Cale’s letter and that of Mr Agnew, regarding the application for development of land adjacent to 13 Hatchet Lane.

158/06  MINUTES of the meeting held  on 26 October 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

159/06  MATTERS ARISING

a)Community Action Scheme.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that there were now 62 members of the buying group.  Concern had been expressed at the level of discount offered last time, since it had dropped from 3.75ppl to 2.5ppl.  Conquest Oil will be asked to explain.

b) High St Parking.   Councillor Gray said that, as yet, there is nothing to report.  Councillor Guyatt has handed over responsibility to Councillor Peter Bucknell.

Councillor Gray hopes to be able to bring a firm proposal to either the December or January meeting.

c)  Bus Shelter.  The total cost is still required.  Councillor Farrer is waiting for PUSWA clearance.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd joined the meeting at this point.

The Chairman said that we need a proper specification and price, to be followed by a site meeting.  

d) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk reported that the loss adjusters for our insurers were now monitoring the cracks and that we had still heard nothing from the surveyor (Messrs Gawn Associates of Cambridge).    He had e mailed Louise Brown of Conservation to seek her views on what we may or may not do to the cottage.

e) Cemetery Extension    The revised plan for planting has not yet been received.

f) Youth Club     

Liesl, the Youth Leader, and four youth club members were welcomed to the meeting and explained to members how the club was operating and that they would like to have closer contact with Council.     They invited Council to attend their Christmas Party on 7 December.

g) Pound Lane.   The Chairman said that Cougars were very keen to have the use of the pitch, but much work needed to be done to make it playable and goal nets will be wanted.   The Chairman said that expenditure of £2000 had been agreed a long time ago for replacement goals and this was still available.   He confirmed that a meeting with Cougars representatives would be held next Thursday.

h) Traffic Signs on Main Rd Stonely.     It was agreed to write again regarding the cost of installing signs and to request that the commuted sum demanded be cancelled.    

160/06  PLANNING MATTERS

A member commented that not all the applications for consideration were shown on HDCs website.

0603675   9 Constables Leys – extension.   It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval, the proposal being an appropriate development in size and scale.  There were three abstentions.

0603212   26 East St – erect walls to replace fencing.   It was agreed to defer consideration, to enable members to inspect the site.

0603563   Former Allotments, Constables Leys – erect 13 dwellings.  It was agreed to defer consideration to enable members to inspect the site.

0603670  6 Easton Rd Stonely – erect garage.   The Chairman permitted a member of the public to speak on this matter.  After due consideration it was proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed by four votes to three to recommend approval, since the application is consistent with the area.

0602180  6 Easton Rd – erect stables.  It was agreed to defer this application.

0603347  Bell House, 28 Main Rd Stonely – extension.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval subject to the plan being amended to provide a ‘break’ between the proposed extension and the existing house.  It was thought that this would enhance the conservation area.

Hunts Kart Club.

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from HDC explaining why they had decided to refuse this application.  There had been complaints of noise from Stow Longa residents, but primarily it was because the location of the track, in open country and off public transport routes ‘was not sustainable’!

Barclays Bank – Install ATM.

It was learnt that HDC had caused Barclays to withdraw this application, because they wanted the machine sited in the present doorway of the bank and a new doorway and window provided.     Members were incensed at this and were most concerned that HDCs actions might jeopardise the provision of the ATM, which is greatly needed.    They wondered also how HDC could require a major alteration, the closure of an existing door,  to this listed building when they will normally permit no such alterations.

The Clerk was instructed to write to the bank and assure them of this Council’s support for the machine and that this Council’s opinion is that the place originally suggested for the machine is by far the best option.

161/06 WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.  Dealt with earlier in the meeting.

b) Playparks.  A quote will be provided for the December meeting.

c) Mandeville Hall.    The Chairman said that there had been a Hall Committee meeting last week where the possibility of an extension was discussed and favourably received.   Mr Stan Rhodes, the Chairman, had hoped to come tonight but will come to the December meeting.

162/06  CORRESPONDENCE

A request was received from Mr Gordon Blair to erect a greenhouse on the allotment he rents and a further request has been received for a shed.

There were no objections to either application, subject to the size being acceptable and there being no interference with other allotment holders.

A letter has been received from the Chairman of the Kimbolton Traders’ Association, requesting financial assistance with the provision of Christmas lighting again this year.   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and agreed to donate £500, as last year.

The proposals for a Food Festival in September next year in Huntingdonshire were considered and members thought this would be good for Kimbolton.  The details will be circulated and the matter again considered later.

The son of a long-term resident of Kimbolton who had recently died has requested a seat to be placed in the churchyard to commemorate his mother. There was no objection in principle to this request but the Vicar should be asked and a site visit held.

163/06  BUDGET 2007/2008

The Clerk presented his estimates of costs for the next financial year together with actuals for this year and details of balances held.

He pointed out that we have a number of projects in hand – Pound Lane, the High Street improvements,the cemetery extension, playpark and cemetery cottage – and any one of these could cost the whole of our reserves.    Whilst it may be possible to obtain loan sanction or even grant aid for some of the 

projects we will still be expected to contribute a percentage of the costs.

It is therefore important that we try to budget for a reasonable surplus, so that we may indeed commence some of the projects during the year.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed unanimously that the precept for next year be set at £45,000.

164/06  LAND AT HUNTERS WAY

The Clerk reported that he has now heard from the District Council and received confirmation that they are prepared to assign the land at Hunters Way provided we accept responsibility for two other areas of HDC – owned land in Kimbolton.  These are the grassed area outside Valentines Gardens properties and a small area of the verge near the Pound Lane turning.

Members agreed to go ahead with this, subject to the District Council’s assurance that there are no constraints on the use of the land as a playpark.

165/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the lamps on Stonely Green and one in Stow Rd are always on and that the Newtown Lane/Maurice Close, Butts Bridge and near Grass Yard lamps are faulty.  The Clerk confirmed that all of these had been reported.

Councillor Farrer said that a stump on Stonely Green needed removing as did a redundant post opposite Bell House.

Councillor Gooderham said that there was a table tennis table at the Fire Station to which the Youth Club were welcome.

Councillor Mrs gooderham asked whether the work on the cemetery trees was in hand and that the allotment water was still leaking.  The Clerk said that this had been reported to Anglian Water some time ago.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that dogs appeared to be fouling the Butts pavement and perhaps the Dog Warden could be advised.

Councillor Poole asked about the Leys fence.  The Clerk said that our Groundsman will level it.

Councillor Seabrook said that the drain on the corner of London Rd by Helletts was blocked and that nothing had been done about the subsidence on Stow Rd.

Councillor Gray said that HDC was likely to approve the public speaking at Development Control Panel meetings.

166/06  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at the Fire Station on 7 December 2006, for planning matters  and the next normal meeting on 21 December 2006, both commencing   at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2233 hours. 

