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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 9.55 p.m. on Thursday 30 September 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

133/10  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); D Poole; R Gooderham; T Sutton; P Seabrook;K Hutchinson and Mrs S Hawkes.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and three members of the public.

134/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Hellett; Mrs J Stainer and L Farrer.

135/10  PUBLIC FORUM

The members of the public present wished to speak in favour of the provision of a Skate Park at Pound Lane.         The teenagers had researched the cost and styles of equipment and had conducted a survey regarding likely useage and obtained information on possible grant sources.

The Chairman thanked them for their efforts and said that this would be discussed later in the meeting.

136/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 26 August 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following alteration.

Minute 119/10 (g) final paragraph to be amended to read –
‘Members thought the Park a good idea as the village lacks anything for the older child and it was agreed that some of the S106 money could be used for the purpose of establishing a Skate Park.  Jon provided details of possible funding sources and the Clerk will investigate these’
137/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 16 September 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

Councillor Gooderham referred to the Public Meeting and thanked the Chairman for chairing a difficult meeting so effectively.  This was seconded by Councillor Hutchinson..

Councillor Mrs Hawkes arrived at this point.

138/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that he had lodged his concerns with the County Council regarding the removal of Easton Rd from the list of roads to be gritted during Winter.

The next phase of the consultation regarding the Youth Service was in train, but it was expected that 35 of the 109 staff would be made redundant with effect from 31 March 2011.  Kimbolton Youth Club would certainly close if no support is received from outside the County Council.

The Clerk asked whether support for Kimbolton Youth Club would be forthcoming from the remaining central administration if the Club itself was funded by the parish and whether decisions on the future external funding of the individual clubs would be completed before staff were made redundant.  Councilllor Downes said that would be the case.

139/10 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

g) Skate Park   A member of the public present had conducted a survey amongst year 5 and 6 students at Overhills School and, from a relatively small group, had ascertained that 26 would use a Skate Park, probably on three or more occasions each week.

He thought that the minimum equipment needed would be a quarter pipe; a Jump Box and a Roll In, costing an estimated £14,000.  To this, of course, must be added the cost of providing a hard surface.

The Chairman asked him and his colleague to go away and investigate grant aid and to report back to Council.

Council, meantime, agreed following a proposal by Councillor Seabrook, which was seconded by Councillor Gooderham,  to support the use of land at Pound Lane for a Skate Park.

County Councillor Peter Downes left the meeting at this point.

a) Community Service Workers.   The Clerk said that the workers had been to the village once again, on a Saturday, and had finished clearing the moss from the cobbles in the churchyard, plus other tidying work.   Several members of the public had commented on how hard they had worked and were pleased with the result.  Councillor Gooderham said he had seen them working and they were very good.  
On the downside, when they were here before they had dumped rubbish on the heap of cobbles which were kept at the rear of the church, with the result that our Groundsman had had to start clearing this.    It was taking a long time and subsequently  two lady Churchwardens decided to clear the area because of fears of damp penetrating the walls.   One lady subsequently wrote complaining about this and deploring the use of Community Service Workers in the churchyard.

b) Policing.    The police report was read by the Clerk and showed five crimes having been committed in the parish in the last month.

c) Cemetery Extension.    Quotations are awaited for the groundworks involved in putting in the footpaths.

The Clerk also reported the damage caused by two falling boughs from the Lebanon Cypress in the cemetery.  Damage had been caused to one headstone and there was concern that more branches might fall.  The Clerk had called out Mr Kidman to make safe and had also arranged for the Trees Officer of HDC to come and look and give an opinion.

d) Playpark.   The Clerk reported that the spring elephant had now been repaired by Wicksteed, but the motorbike was not theirs, but manufactured by Proludic.  He had not arranged repair of this yet as the cost was likely to exceed the estimated £350, due to the ground anchor being required.   It was agreed to go ahead with the repair and to seek a further tranche from the S106 money in respect of payment.

e) Car Parking.  Nothing to report, but members agreed to invite Paul Bland of HDC, to attend a future meeting to see if he had any ideas which might help the parking problems.

f) Youth Club.  It is understood that the Youth Club will recommence after half term and continue for the remainder of this school year.

g)  See above

h) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk reported that the planning approval for the shed was due shortly and he would arrange to order the building as soon as possible.

i) Wind Farm Response.   The Clerk reported having sent this Council’s opinion to HDC by the due date, together with a draft copy of the reasons for rejection.   Members read a final version of the refusal letter and it was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed that this be sent.

Councillors Seabrook, Mrs Hawkes and Poole abstained from this, did not take part in the discussion and did not vote.

140/10  PLANNING MATTERS

1001380  Former Vicarage, 37 High St, Kimbolton.  Alter wall, install gates etc.

It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal of this application as being out of character with the existing street scene and detrimental to the conservation area.   
Ongoing Planning Matters.
Crown House.  The Clerk reported that an application for retrospective installation of the flue and re-routing it had been received, but it was not complete and the District Council had suspended it pending receipt of additional information.     Members expressed concern that this might drag on.

George House Wall.   The Clerk reported that although the Conservation Officer had passed the matter on to the head of Planning a month ago it seemed no action had been taken until his reminder had been received.  He has now been told that a letter has gone to the owners requiring them to state when they intend to re-build the wall and a response is expected within a month.

141/10  REPORTS

There had been no meetings of Working Parties or Outside Bodies but it is intended that the Playparks Working Party will meet on 9 October at 10 am at Pound Lane, regarding the Skate Park.

142/10  CORRESPONDENCE

A reminder has been received from HDC regarding the precept for 2011/12, including the need to  allow £850 for the cost of local elections.

Circular re the Suffolk Robin Hood Show.

Request from allotment holder to be allowed to keep chickens.  Members agreed that hens would be permitted, subject to adequate housing and vermin control and the limiting of the size of the area devoted to chickens to not more than 25% of the plot size, in the case of half plots, or 10% of the plot size for full-size plots.

E mail regarding damage to a fence post by Mandeville Hall.  Agreed to offer to replace the post whenever necessary and to offer apology for that post having been used by contractors. 

District Councillor Jonathan Gray arrived at this point.

143/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Wicksteed Leisure Ltd        Repairs to spring elephant                    148.06 inc VAT

W J Watson & Sons       Amplification for public meeting 16 Sept.    50.00   “      “

Fishers                            Gate spring returns                                     17.97   “     “

MHB Services Ltd          Streetlight mtnce & repair of lamp             142.07   “     “

Screwfix Direct                     Safety boots                                          54.95   “     “

Arthur Ibbett Ltd                  Pruners & Loppers                                 76.03   “     “
CGM Ltd                           Grasscutting                                           753.55   “     “

Robinsons                            Fuel & Oil                                              18.72   “     “

Shaw & Sons Ltd             Register of Burials book                          229.13   “     “

Multisigns                         Car parking signs                                       47.00  “     “

Mandeville Hall                  Hall hire, public meeting 16 Sept.             26.25 no   “

DVLA                                  Road tax Piaggio                                     15.00   “    “

Payroll costs                Pay, PAYE,NIC & Pension                         1974.88   “    “

144/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he had enquired at HDC regarding the possibility of funding assistance for a Skate Park but regretted that no money is available.  He has, however, received offers of help and advice.

The District Council’s deficit has proved to be £8M rather than the £5M thought.  A consultation exercise across the district regarding services is being undertaken and it is being well supported.

He thought the windfarm meeting went very well as an exercise in village democracy and that the Chairman did an excellent job.

Councillor Gray left the meeting at this point.

145/10 COUNCIL RESOLVED TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC for the next item in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

a) Clerk’s Contract & Hours of Work.    The Chairman introduced this and said that a meeting of the Personnel Working Party would be held on Thursday 7 October, commencing at 7.30 pm, to discuss.

b) Clerk’s Annual Leave.   The Clerk said that he wished to take his leave between 4 April and 4 May 2011 and hoped that this would be possible.  He thought that much of the work during that period could be anticipated by him, but there would still be a need for some to be carried out during his absence.  Members agreed to permit his absence for that period.

146/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook said that the Stow Road has once again subsided.

He asked that the question of the maintenance of the fence between the Playpark and the Scouts be placed on the agenda for the October meeting.

Councillor Gooderham has noted that the paving slabs by the War Memorial are even more cracked.  He checked them before the fair and found the cracks then.

Councillor Sutton wished to purchase plants for the planters at the War Memorial for winter flowers. This was agreed.

Councillor Hutchinson referred to the Coalition Government revocation of regional strategies for planning and said that Huntingdonshire’s Core Strategy was continuing as before because they were so far forward with the project.

147/10  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 28 October 2010 commencing at 7 pm at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2200 hours.  

