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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 31 July 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

134/08  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); Mrs V Blair; C Ayrton Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; D Poole and L Farrer.
IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council

135/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors K Hutchinson; P Seabrook and R Gooderham and District Councillor J Gray.

136/08  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

137/08  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 10 July 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

138/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.   It was noted that the paving has almost finished, though the contractors have, for the moment, run out of slabs.

b) Mandeville Hall.   The detailed drawings are awaited from the architect and once received they will be sent out to builders with an invitation to tender.

c) Churchyard Cobbles. The cobbles at the entrance to the churchyard have been re-laid, though this is not to the liking of one resident, who has written and complained about the workmanship. This job was however completed by the contractors on behalf of the County Council.

d) Planters.    The planters have now been planted by Councillor Sutton. Members thanked him for doing this and agreed to reimburse him with the £35 cost of plants.

e) Business Use of Residential Property.      |This item was placed on the agenda following the visit to the last Council meeting be a resident, who was concerned at the use to which an area of land to the rear of an adjacent property was being put  and about the parking of business vehicles.     Concern was also expressed by a member that another neighbour had erected a shed on land owned by this Council and it was agreed to point out that the land was Council owned.  It was also agreed to arrange a site visit.

f) Hunters Way Land.   A letter has been received from the District Council stating that the neighbour to the land had objected to the transfer to this Council and was unwilling to erect a close-boarded fence to the rear of his property.  He also wanted a gate onto the land.  The District Council have asked him to give his reasons for objecting to the transfer.

g) Notice Board for Stonely.     The Clerk said that all of the notice boards in the brochures held by him are priced at £700 upwards, but he had spoken to the Vicar, having seen a new notice board in the churchyard, and been told that this cost around £350.  Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she knew who had made that board and would ask him whether he would make one for us.

h) Community Service Workers.  Nothing to report as yet.

i) Standing Orders.  The Clek had circulated a copy of model standing orders and asked whether members would now wish to introduce them to this Council.    It was agreed in principle to introduce Standing Orders and the Clerk will refine the model ones to suit this Council, then present them for consideration.

Councillor Peter Downes arrived at this point.

139/08 County Councillor.  .
Councillor Downes asked what progress had been made regarding Mandeville Hall and whether he could be of help.  He also asked whether Council was happy about the High Street paving.
He referred to the County Council’s underspend last year of £1.8million and the fact that a proposal to spend the money on highways and footpaths was rejected.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

140/08 PLANNING MATTERS

0801909  George House, 2 High St,Kimbolton. Replace render.  It was proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously recommended for approval.

0802160  Land North West of 7 Tollfield, Kimbolton.  Erect 2 dwellings.

Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and unanimously recommended for approval.  It was also agreed to recommend that these properties be used for share-cost ownership, with preference being given to local persons.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION.   It was noted that this differed little from previous consultation and that this Council’s views as stated then were still applicable.

141/08  REPORTS

a) Working Parties.    No Working Parties had been held, but Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she had heard that a suggestion had been made regarding someone to act as Council’s representative amongst allotment holders and she noted that she had not been consulted, despite her being a member of the Allotments Working Party.  The Vice Chairman and the Clerk apologised to Councillor Mrs Gooderham for their oversight in not consulting her.
b) Representatives to Outside Bodies.     There were no reports.

142/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Hunts District Council regarding the proposed Parish Charter, stating that they have decided not to enter into charter arrangements with parish and town councils.
Hunts.Health Walks August.

Request for memorial tablet in respect of Gwendoline Merrony Whitehead, which was approved.

Cambridgeshire Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2007/8

Letter re road closure notifications due to flooding, from Environment Agency and advising that the decision to close roads will be made by the Highways Dept.

Request for the interment of the late Bernard Francis Gillman

Notification of address allocated to new property at rear of 1 Main Rd Stonely which will be known as Tanner’s End, Park Lane, Stonely.

Request for interment of cremated remains of Gwendoline Merrony Whitehead.

Confirmation by Highways that they will provide planings for Pound Lane, probably in September.  Members agreed that, when offered, Highways would be asked if they would spread and roll the planings at this Council’s expense.

Confirmation from Hunts District Council that the value of the S106 payment for the Bewick Homes development would be £14,000 and once received by the District they will discuss with this Council.

Highways have now re-surfaced Newtown between Overhills School and the cemetery.  Councillor Mrs Gooderham says it is an excellent job and our thanks will be passed to Highways.

Notification of setting up of Flood Forum, with a meeting in September.  Agreed to ask Charles Robinson if he would represent the community.

143/08 STREET NAMING – DEVELOPMENT BY BEWICK HOMES

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from Hunts DC in  which they say that the developer of the homes asks the Parish Council to name the development.

Members discussed the possible names and decided that they would prefer

1. Robinson Close/Court – in recognition of the Robinson family’s work and assistance in the village over the generations. This would be our first choice subject to the agreement of Charles Robinson.

Alternatives, in order of choice, were –

Preston (after the base commander of Kimbolton airfield during WW2)

Fernie (after William Fernie, born Kimbolton and founder of Fernie, Canada)

St Andrews (after St Andrews church) 

144/08  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

MHB Services Ltd   Streetlight mtnce                                           £89.19 inc VAT
Smith of Derby Ltd   Church clock mtnce                                    £182.13  “      “

Robinsons                 Fuel and oil                                                   £18.26 inc VAT

Cranborne Stone Ltd   Balance re planters                                   £167.31  “     “

Lee Farrer                 Materials re bus shelter                               £516.96  “     “

Fishers                          Sundries                                                    £15.02   “    “

Payroll costs                                                                                £1944.01  no  “

Tony Sutton                Plants for planters                                        £35.00  inc “

145/08 TO RESOLVE to exclude the Press and public from the meeting for the discussion of the next item, in accordance with Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972.

Cemetery Cottage – Tenders for works.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed by all present apart from one abstention, to accept the tender by Stilton and Partners for the works of improvement to the cottage.

The Clerk reported that they would be able to commence work in about six weeks, which should be about right as we now have to seek planning approval as well as listed building consent.

It was also proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed that loan sanction be sought for the appropriate amount.

146/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that the railings on Carnaby bridge and the seat and bollards by the War Memorial need painting.  The Clerk will ask the Groundsman to deal with this.

Councillor Mrs Hellett referred to outdoor exercise equipment she had seen whilst on holiday and thought that it would be good to have that in Kimbolton.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that Wicksteed produce such equipment and she will obtain details. 

Councillor Ayrton asked whether HDCs pavement sweeper and vacuum could be used on High Street to try to remove loose sand.

Councillor Sutton asked for dog signs in Grass Yard.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that an overhanging tree in the Leys needs trimming.

Councillor Mrs Blair wondered if the householder at the end of East St could be asked to cut back his bush.

Councillor Farrer asked that the matter of the fence between the Scouts and our playground be put on the agenda.

147/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 21 August 2008 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2140 hours.
