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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 31 March 2011 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

42/11  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); R Gooderham; K Hutchinson; P Seabrook; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs J Stainer and D Poole.

IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

43/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors T Sutton, Mrs S Hawkes and L Farrer.

District Councillor J Gray and County Councillor P Downes also gave their apologies.

44/11  MINUTES

a) The minutes of the meeting of 24 February 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

b) The minutes of the meeting of 10 March 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following:

Councillor Poole considered that minute 40/11 was incorrect.  After some discussion it was agreed that the minute should be amended by the addition of –

‘ Councillor Poole proposed, and Councillor Mrs Stainer seconded, that the Clerk’s hours of work be increased to 18 per week.  A second proposal was made by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson, that there should be no change in the weekly paid hours but that an ex gratia payment of £1000 be paid.

Upon being put to the vote, the second proposal was narrowly accepted.’
45/11  MATTERS ARISING

a) Policing.  No report has been received.

b) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reported on the temporary repairs that had been made to the fence and that as yet no further information had been received from Huntingdonshire District Council as to the status of our application, nor from the solicitor regarding liability.   He suggested that, as the horse problem has been temporarily resolved, we should wait until being able to speak with the Landscapes Officer before deciding upon either a fence or a wall as the boundary.

This was agreed, but members will obtain quotes for a price for a fence and report back to the May meeting.

c) Car Parking.  No report.

d) Youth Club.  The Clerk read the Service Level Agreement provided and it was agreed that this was, apart from a few minor amendments, correct.  The Clerk will arrange to sign the Agreement following the County Council’s agreement to the amendments and will then pay the County Council the agreed £2414.10.   The Mandeville Hall Committee have kindly agreed to forego their charges for the use of the room for the Youth Club.

e) Skate Park.  No report.  Councillor Poole asked to defer his decision on whether to accept the Council’s nomination as representative to the Youth Skate Park Committee.

46/11  COUNTY COUNCILLOR
 was unable to be present.

47/11  PLANNING MATTERS

a) Current Applications

1100269  Land NW of 7 Tollfield.  Replacement of permission.

It was noted that this application was for one dwelling, which had originally been rejected by this Council and a request had then been made for two dwellings which would be more in keeping with the need for starter, affordable, homes.
This request, although looked upon favourably by Luminus, had not been accepted by the planners.
It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed unanimously to recommend refusal and request two dwellings on this site.

1100390  2B Newtown Lane.  Erect conservatory.

Proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

b) Windfarm

The Clerk reported receipt of a reply from the Planning Inspectorate acknowledging our letter of objection and suggesting that our representative should attend on the first day of the Hearing – date to be decided.
c) George House and Serpentine Walk.   No further updates on these.

48/11  THE FUTURE OF KIMBOLTON FIRE STATION

Councillor Gooderham advised the meeting that the Fire Service, in common with other public bodies was having to try to make considerable savings over the next few years.   He was concerned that the decision might be taken to close Kimbolton Fire Station, since the Station was on the ‘at risk’ list.

There was much discussion about this and members felt very strongly that every effort should be made to ensure the retention of this important facility.    The Clerk was instructed to write to the Chief Fire Officer and express the Council’s concerns.

49/11  REPORTS

a) Allotments.  The Working Party has met and considered the current charges and the need for an honorary ‘supervisor’ or liaison person.  They have several possible names and will report back.  They ask that the matter of the allotment fees be placed on the agenda for the May meeting.

Outside Bodies

a) Mandeville Hall.  The Hall Committee has met and are attempting to obtain a grant from Donarbon for building works, including the refurbishing of the main hall kitchen.   If successful, the work will take place during the summer.

b) Kimbolton School Governors.  Councillor Seabrook said that the main topic at the meeting was the extension to the Dining Hall which, after an initial setback, now seemed to be on track.

50/11  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from CPALC extolling the virtues of membership at a cost of £434.32 pa.   It was agreed to place this on the agenda for the May meeting.
Confirmation from RoSPA that the playground inspection will take place in April.

Letter from the Planning Inspectorate

Note from John Lightfoot on behalf of the Cricket Club suggesting moving the barrier across Pound Lane further towards the Castle Gardens end of the lane.  The Clerk has informed Mr Lightfoot that the existing barrier is owned by the farmer and he would need to speak to him as well as getting the permission of the County Council, since this is a right of way.

Request from T L Cobbold for a memorial to commemorate Marjorie Lane.  This was approved.

51/11  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR was not able to be present.

52/11  ACCOUNTS

a) The following were approved for payment:

Payroll costs, inc PAYE,NI and Pension                             1974.88

Stop Bicton Windfarm Group                                               2000.00

Fishers                                                                                     43.14

Robinsons                                                                                45.74

Mandeville Hall                                                                         14.00

MHB Services Ltd                                                                    91.09

Grafton Projects Ltd                                                                 76.07

b) Accounts 2010/2011

The Clerk distributed copies of the accounts for the year ended today and these will be formally reported to the next meeting.

53/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gooderham had been unable to be present at the last meeting and wished to record his unhappiness that Council had agreed to donate £2000 to the Stop Bicton Windfarm Group, contrary to normal policy.

The Chairman had received a complaint from a very irate lady about the increase in Council precept for the coming year.   The lady was also complaining about not being able to see the minutes of Council (despite them being on the noticeboard and website)   and wanted them delivered to all households.
Councillor Mrs Hellett said that once again bags containing dog poo had been found hanging from bushes in Rookery Lane.

Councillor Mrs Stainer said that there were bottles and cans in the ditch at Pound Lane.  She also congratulated the County Council on installing new footpath signs.

54/11  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be on Thursday 12 May 2011 following the elections. This will be the annual meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2125 hours.

