KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 3 January 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

1/08  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair);D Poole;Mrs D Hellett;T Sutton and P Seabrook

IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council

2/08 APOLOGIES were received from Councillors K Hutchinson;C Ayrton;R Gooderham;Mrs D Gooderham;Mrs V Blair; L Farrer, District Councillor J Gray and County Councillor P Downes.

3/08 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

4/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 13 December 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

5/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had spoken to Conquest Oil regarding pricing. He says the mid-December price for 500l is 46p and 1000l is 44p before discount.  The Group price is 39.5p, giving a 6.5p or 4.5p saving per litre.

Membership is now around 120.

Since September 2006 he has supplied nearly 250,000 litres to the Group.

Anglia TV are running a story about oil-buying groups and have been filming in Eversholt. The Eversholt Group has 180 members but it has taken them 10 years to achieve that.

b) High Street.

The Clerk reported that the start date for the paving is 14 January.
c) Barclays ATM

Still no news on this.  The Planning Officer has written to the Agents seeking information on when they expect to make a start on installation.

d) Bus Shelter.   No progress, although it is understood that Councillor Farrer has sourced some tiles to replace those stolen.

e) Cemetery Cottage.

f) The Clerk is meeting the Loss Adjuster and the Conservation Officer on site on Monday 7 January.

g) Mandeville Hall.   The planning application has been deposited.

h) Planters.  Not acquired yet, but Councillors Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Hellett will source them.

i) Playgrounds.   Councillor Mrs Blair is awaiting a like-for-like quote from Wicksteed. 

j) High Street Bus Stop Sign.   A site meeting is to be held on Monday 7 January at 2 p.m.

6/08  PLANNING MATTERS

a)There are no applications for consideration.

b) Tilbrook Sewage Scheme
The Scheme was considered and the only query was as to where the system discharged.  Assuming there were no problems with that, it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to recommend approval.

c) Old School House, Grass Yard.

The Clerk reported receipt of notification that the owner of the property was appealing by way of written representations against the decision to refuse.   This was noted.

d) Core Strategy Consultation.
The Chairman read a resume of the document which had been prepared by Councillor Hutchinson.

It was agreed to support Kimbolton’s designation as a Key Centre (Limited Growth).

Councillor Seabrook said that there were discrepancies in the document. For example, in the workforce figures reference is made to 1,000 people working on the airfield, but no mention is made of the c200 people working at Kimbolton School, though the school itself is now included elsewhere.

Neither does there appear to be consideration of the workforce at the firework factory in Stonely’s figures.

Transport to school is also an area where errors appear to have been made.  For instance, transport to Longsands School from Stonely is described as ‘reasonable’, whereas from Kimbolton it is described as being ‘poor’ – despite it being one and the same ‘bus!

Members also wondered just how the District Council intended to support the infrastructure of Kimbolton, given that two vital businesses, the Post Office and the Bank, are outside the control of the Council and could be closed at the whim of those organisations.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed to support the Core Strategy document, whilst making the above points.

7/08  WORKING PARTIES

There were no working party reports.

8/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Circular from Cambridgeshire County Council on ‘Tackling Congestion in Cambridgeshire’. A meeting is to be held in Cambridge on 30 January.

It was agreed to ask whether the use of the B645 as a ‘ratrun’ would be included .
Letter from Brian Trott regarding the discovery that Ashfield, Tudor Court and Hunter’s Way are not included in Anglian Water’s list of adopted sewage systems and asking for the Parish Council’s help.

The Clerk has helped in that he obtained the assistance of the District Council to clear the recent blockage, but there is little else that this Council can do.  There is a suggestion that with effect from next April the Water companies may be required to adopt all such ‘private’ schemes, but if this does not happen the residents will have to negotiate adoption themselves, if they so desire.   The problem is that, should there be another blockage, they could be forced to pay for clearance and to then pay for the upgrading of the system to suit Anglian Water’s requirements for adoption. 

An e mail has been received from Russell Simpson expressing his appreciation of the gift of the painting from Council.

9/08  ACCOUNTS

There are no payments due today.

10/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook said that the state of the roads in the parish was disgusting, many needing proper repair, rather than the temporary ‘fix’ of a dab of tarmac.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the light by Maurice Close was on all day.

11/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 24 January 2008 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2100 hours.
