  KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 4 December 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

207/08  PRESENT: Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); R Gooderham; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; Mrs V Blair; D Poole; Mrs R Lloyd; P Seabrook and L Farrer.
IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes, District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.

208/08  APOLOGIES  were received from Councillors C Ayrton and Mrs D Hellett.

209/08  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

210/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 13 November 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

211/08 COUNTY COUNCILLOR   Councillor Downes asked to be copied in to any correspondence we might have with the County Council, so that he might assist where appropriate.

He updated members regarding the A14 renewal past Huntingdon and the proposals for Huntingdon town centre itself, once the A14 viaduct is removed.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

212/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.  The Clerk said that he still awaited a date for the meeting with HDC representatives at which the paving will be inspected.   In the meantime, it had been noted that the whole area of slabs by the war memorial became extremely slippery when wet and there was concern that perhaps a different slab had been used there.  It was agreed to draw the District Council’s attention to this immediately in case anyone fell.      It was also noted that a vehicle had mounted the kerb by the war memorial and cracked a number of the slabs.  This will also be reported to the District Council.

The provision of grit bins for the High Street and Newtown will be investigated and Councillor R Gooderham said that the grit could initially be left at the Fire Station..   The question arose, if we did provide bins, as to who would be responsible for spreading the grit when considered necessary.

b) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.  The Service Level Agreement was considered satisfactory, though some members still questioned why this Council, the Custodial Trustees of the Hall, had to pay for the hire of the hall, and it was agreed to try to move ahead and get the Agreement signed. 

It emerged that the tenders, which had been circulated, had been seen by only three members and it was decided that a decision could not be taken today.

Councillors L Farrer and K Hutchinson again declared an interest, left the room and took no part in the discussion.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

The question of an insurance bond and stage payments was discussed and it was agreed to ask John Lightfoot to oversee the stages of construction at an agreed fee of £500.
It was agreed to continue circulating the tender replies and to make a decision at the next meeting.

District Councillor J Gray and a member of the public joined the meeting.

Councillors Hutchinson and Farrer re-joined the meeting.
Councillor Hutchinson in the Chair.

c) Notice Board for Stonely.   Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that Mr John Gordon of Newtown was willing to make a notice board and the Clerk will speak to him.

d) Community Service Workers.  Nothing to report yet.
e) Fence between Playpark and Scouts.  Still no response from the Scouts.

f) Cemetery Cottage.  The Planning Department is demanding additional sectional drawings and samples of materials.  The Clerk has asked John Lightfoot to provide the drawings and Taylor Stilton for samples of the materials. Once these are approved by planners works may commence.

g) Changing Accommodation.  Members agreed that they would wish to see where on the land the changing rooms would be situated, and that any building must be capable of extension and useable by people using the Pound Lane field.

John Lightfoot will be asked to produce a location plan.
h) Churchyard Footpath.    The Clerk reported that the Diocese required a faculty and were concerned that laying chippings would make access difficult for wheelchair and pushchair users.  However, the width of the footpath, being about 18”, renders it unsuitable for use by chairs.      He has asked the PCC for a resolution supporting the works and will enquire of the planning dept , as required by the Diocese, whether they have any comments.

i) Donation towards Christmas Lights.  Councillor R Gooderham wondered whether we should contribute towards to lighting as no street fair is to be held. It was agreed that, having said we would contribute this year, we do so but review the decision next year.

k) Metal Detectors.  Councillor Seabrook referred to people using metal detectors on Council land and suggested that we should have a policy relating to this.  It was agreed to make this an agenda item.

l) Police Report.  The Clerk read a report on incidents reported to police in recent weeks.  It was noted that there appeared to have been a marked increase in burglaries and it was agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the next meeting.

m) Trees.   A number of trees need trimming and the Clerk will endeavour to get Mr Kidman to attend to them.

213/08  PLANNING MATTERS.

a) The following applications were considered:
0803142  Kimbolton Preparatory School – erect outdoor classroom.

Councillors L Farrer and P Seabrook declared an interest in this item, left the room, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

It was noted that this is another retrospective application by Kimbolton School, the classroom having already been built.   It was further noted that the application form stated that there had been discussion with the Parish Council, when no such discussion has taken place.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed by 4 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention, that approval be recommended.  However, the retrospective nature of the application should be pointed out to the Planning Dept and the Clerk should write to the Chairman of the School Governors, with a copy to the Head Teacher, expressing this Council’s concern that the second application in a row from the School has been retrospective and that an untrue statement has been made on the application form.

Councillors Farrer and Seabrook re-joined the meeting.

0803205  20 Main Rd., Stonely.  Extension.  

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.

 b) Submission Core Strategy Site Allocation Representations response.

The Chairman offered his view of the document.  He felt that the idea of commenting on specific allocations was basically wrong.  HDC had interpreted the legislation and were operating a ‘belt and braces’ approach, which should not happen.    Our responses should suggest that neither HDC nor the Inspector should consider these representations at this stage.

The residential allocations put forward are all outside the settlement limits and this Council has already agreed to support the Core Strategy which says that development should be within the built framework.
Upon being put to the vote, all agreed to respond in this manner, which the exception of two members abstaining.

214/08  REPORTS.
a) Working Parties.   None.

b)  Outside Bodies.    Councillor Seabrook reported having attended a ‘Cambridgeshire Together’ meeting, which promoted greater liaison with parishes.  It had been agreed that a Village Design Statement was better than a Parish Plan.   However, no money was available.  S106 had been suggested.

 Councillor Hutchinson said that he had attended a Parochial Charities meeting at which it had been decided to give dictionaries to Overhills School leavers.    

215/08  STANDING ORDERS.

The Clerk had circulated copies of draft Standing Orders and asked that consideration be given to their adoption.  Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed that the draft as circulated be adopted by this Council.  There was one vote against and one abstention.

The Clerk also introduced at this point a recent circular from the Information Commissioner requiring Parish and Town Councils to adopt a policy on Freedom of Information before 1 January 2009.

Members felt this a ridiculously short timescale and agreed to defer consideration until the January meeting and to ask the Clerk to write to the Information Commissioner and express the Council’s concerns at the lack of notice.

216/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Leaflets relating to Huntingdonshire Health Walks for December have been received.

A letter received from Mrs Deller of the District Council thanking Council for its hospitality during the recent training evening on the Code of Conduct and enclosing certificates of attendance for all those attending the training evening.

Request for a headstone for the late John Bolderson.  This was approved.

Notification of address for 6 new industrial premises at Harvard Way, being 1 – 6 Lotus Court.

Letter from HDC regarding Gum Targets – places where chewing gum may be parked, presumably during the day, as it is parked on the bedpost overnight.  Agreed to take no action.

Christmas and New Year refuse collection arrangements.

Letters from Bursar at Kimbolton School complaining of the lack of public toilet facilities at the Statute Fair and asking that this Council provide toilet facilities in future.    The Clerk has replied that this Council has no responsibility for nor involvement in the Fair and that there is no requirement in law for travelling fairs to provide toilets.

The Bursar has responded by saying that he is dismayed by the apparent ‘not our responsibility’ attitude taken by this Council and that he feels we need to take a lead, as it is probably the single biggest event in Kimbolton’s calendar.

The Clerk said that, although it is a big event, we as a Council have no say in it whatsoever. It is established by statute and we are not consulted as to whether or not it should take place.  Any material benefits are confined to the pubs and presumably villagers attending would not need toilets, thus, should we provide toilets at a cost of around £1000 for the benefit of those visiting just for the Fair?

Parish Paths Partnership 2009/10.  Agreed no action.

Cambridgeshire County Council Report 2007/8.

217/08  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Arthur Ibbett Ltd       Drill & ear protectors                           £43.83 inc VAT

MHB Services Ltd    Streetlight mtnce                                 £87.30  “     “

Sherriff Amenity        Chemicals                                        £182.14   “    “

K Fergusons Ltd       Grasscutting                                   £9428.81   “    “

Fishers                     Sundries                                             £43.64   “    “

Soc of Local Council Clerks        Sub.                               £133.00  no  “

Vision ICT Ltd           Website support annual fee             £296.10  inc  “

Payroll costs inc NI, Tax , Pension + expenses reimb    .£1956.57   “    “

218/08 MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that the new water tap in the allotments would be installed early in the New Year.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham reported sightings of rabbits in the cemetery and asked about a notice for the bonfire, the hedge in Newtown lane and a streetlight out on the Leys.

Councillor R Gooderham referred to the rubbish left at the rear of a house in Maurice Close,. The Clerk said that he had reported this to Minster Housing.

Councillor Seabrook said the state of the roads in the Parish is getting worse.  Easton Rd particularly and there is still no gritting there, even following the recent accident.

219/08  NEXT MEETING

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook that the Council reverts to monthly meetings and this was agreed.  As a result, the next meeting will be held on 15 January 2009, followed by

12 February

12 March

19 March (Annual Parish Meeting in Mandeville Hall)

16 April

14 May (Annual meeting of Council)

Meetings after this will be decided later.

All will be held in the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.
