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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 6 March 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

35/08  PRESENT:

Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; D Poole; Mrs V Blair and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

36/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors L Farrer and R Gooderham.

37/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 14 February 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

38/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street Re-Paving.     All were agreed that the work was progressing well and that it looked very nice.      The point was made that there was a date outlined in the old cobbles and it was a pity to have lost that.  The suggestion was made that perhaps this year’s date, to show when the work was done, might be included in the cobbles now being laid.  The Clerk will investigate.

b) Bus Shelter.   This was now finished and members were very pleased with it.  They wished to place on record their appreciation of all the hard work by Councillor Lee Farrer and his team and the Clerk was asked to write to him.

c) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk reported receipt of the details of the work to be carried out by GAB Robins, the loss adjusters, and that they had asked us to obtain listed building consent.  Members thought it better that Robins obtained the consent, if possible, so that any alterations we might wish to do could be dealt with afterwards, if further consent is necessary.

The Clerk will speak with the Conservation Officer and Robins and will also chase up the decorator who had undertaken to replace broken glass and seal round windows.

The Clerk said that he had been trying to obtain advice from the HDC Trees Officer regarding the trees in the garden of the cottage, as to whether it was permitted to cut them down.  The request had been made several months ago but the Trees Officer had not attended.   Members agreed that it was necessary to cut down these trees as they interfered with the building.  Councillor Seabrook said that he would ask Mr Kidman to do the job.

d) Mandeville Hall.   The Clerk reported two estimates of cost, which were well above the sum promised by the County Council.  He is attempting to obtain a grant for the balance and will report back.  The Chairman has, as yet, been unable to arrange a meeting with the Mandeville Hall Committee.

e) Planters.     Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had found some planters which should be suitable and they cost around £45 each.  It was agreed to purchase four of these.

f)  Pound Lane.   Nothing further regarding the site, but Councillor Seabrook said that the owner of the land leased to the Council had said that, if it was not going to be used, he might as well have it back.   Accordingly, it was agreed to level the topsoil heaped on the site and use this to provide a base for seed on the land leased adjacent to the sports field.  Councillor Seabrook kindly offered to provide a machine for the work.

39/08  PLANNING MATTERS
0800466  Brothers House 18 East St – retain wall.  It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.

0800526  44 Castle Gardens – extension.    It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to recommend approval.

0800371  6 Easton Rd,Stonely – variation re garage.  Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed by five votes to four to recommend refusal as the proposal appeared too high for a garage in scale and the details submitted gave no indication of the amount by which the height was being increased.
The Chairman, Councillor Hutchinson, asked that his vote for approval of the application be recorded.

County Councillor Peter Downes and District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Tilbrook Sewage Scheme.          A further amended plan for the treatment works was received and noted.  Councillor Seabrook said that there had been no indication on any of the submitted plans as to the methods of containment should there be a pump failure, nor of the outfall into the river.    It was agreed to seek information on these points.

Development Control Panel.

The Chairman said that he had attended and had spoken on the application to build a house for sale to the rear of 7 Tollfield.   The application had been approved as expected, because there was no good planning reason why it should not be, but he had made the point about affordable homes to the members present and had received support.

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from Luminus Homes, in which they said that their first wish was to build a pair of semi detached houses for shared ownership on the site, but this has been rejected by the planning department because of a protected tree on the adjacent site, which would have been in the way.    Luminus agreed they would seek the possibility of a pair of two bedroom flats as an alternative and, if planning agreed, would submit an amended plan.

Barclays Bank ATM

The clerk said that he had enquired the current status of this application with the Conservation Section and been told that ‘the plaster to fill in the hole had been approved, as had the design of the window and it was thought that the job would commence in a few weeks’.       Given that in September last year Council was told the job would be done in a few weeks and now 18 months had passed since receipt of the application, members were less than impressed.  There was very great concern at the possible loss of the much-needed ATM and, particularly, at the possible loss of the bank.

The Clerk was instructed to write to the District Council, strongly express this Council’s concerns and make a formal complaint.
Councillor Seabrook wondered how it could be that the Conservation Officer was prepared to approve the illuminated ATM in the doorway, when only a few years ago she rejected an application for lighting above the door.

40/08 WORKING PARTIES

There had been no Working Party meetings.

41/08  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that he had taken forward the suggestion that a left turn lane be provided on the B660 at its junction with the B645 at The Butts.

The problem will be finance and he suggested that an application to the Area Joint Committee be made.    It was agreed to consider this at the next meeting and place it on the agenda.

He said that his efforts to reprieve the Buckden Recycling Centre had failed and it was likely to close in October.

The proposal of allowing each County Councillor free choice on expenditure of £10,000 in his/her area was likely to be withdrawn.

Councillor Seabrook expressed his appreciation for the County Council’s attention to the road repairs in Easton Road.
42/08  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he had nothing to report that hadn’t been dealt with under ‘matters arising’.   He was pleased at the progress being made with the re-paving.

43/08  CEMETERY EXTENSION

The Clerk had brought the grant of planning approval and the plans.  It was noted that the planners wished to ‘maintain the sense of enclosure’ and a necessary part of this was the wall across the field.   The Clerk said that he was attempting to get grant aid and thought that if it was possible to fund the wall and opening into the extension, then we would be well under way.

44/08  COBBLES

Council was reminded of the letter from the churchyard resident, regarding the state of the cobbles on a footpath leading to the houses.   It was agreed to replace the cobbles with gravel, as had been done elsewhere and to see if a repair to the cobbles in the area of the gate into St Andrews Lane could be undertaken.

The laying of gravel is something that our Groundsman could undertake, but the replacement of the cobbles will require specialist input.

45/08  VACANCY FOR CORRESPONDENT

Councillor Mrs Lloyd, having acted as Correspondent for many years, said that she wished to relinquish the post.  The Chairman asked for a volunteer and was greeted by a deafening silence.   He said nothing and it was clearly becoming a matter of whose will would break first.    Seconds became minutes and sweat could be seen on the brows of members.  The Clerk, deciding that he would rather get home tonight, finally succumbed and agreed to take it on, whereupon members commenced breathing again and the relief was palpable.
46/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Request from Mr Whitlock of Spaldwick for a burial in Kimbolton was considered and it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed that this be permitted.

The annual subscription to CPALC is due and it was agreed to renew this Council’s membership.
A request had been received from Kimbolton Cricket Club for members of a visiting team to use our land at Pound Lane for camping over one weekend in the summer.  This was approved.

47/08  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

A D Tibbett                         Pay February                              £588.62 no VAT

C L Thatcher                              -do-                                     £599.05   “     “

Inland Revenue                  PAYE/NIC                                  £297.43   “     “

Cambridgeshire County Council       Pension conts.            £329.67   “      “

Fishers                               Sundries                                       £16.44  inc   “

G R Dixon                       Internal Auditor fee                          £96.00  no   “

E-On                        Hearse house/streetlight power              £39.81  inc  “

MHB Services                Streetlight maintenance                    £89.19   “    “

48/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Ayrton said that streetlight PC68 in dim.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that Mrs Bolderson would like to provide a seat at the allotments in memory of John.     This was agreed and that it should be sited at the North end of the allotments.  It was also agreed to place a plaque on the allotments gate.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham also remarked upon the dreadful state of the hedge beside Catworth Road.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that a wooden post in the bridge on Thrapston Rd was rotten and needed replacing.    She also said that the streetlight on the corner by Helletts shop was out.
Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the potholes in the Causeway were very bad and constituted a danger.       She confirmed that the streetlight by Maurice Close was again on all day.

She asked that the website be updated as some information was now out-of-date.

Councillor Seabrook said that yellow lines in the bus stop at the Easton Rd junction were still needed as were replacements to some of the road name signs.

49/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 27 March 2008 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.        The Annual Parish Meeting will, however, take place in the Mandeville Hall on Thursday 20 March, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2220 hours.
