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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 7 June 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

85/07  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs D Gooderham;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole;  P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray ; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public (from the Youth Club).

86/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs V Blair;Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Hellett and R Gooderham.

87/07  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes reported on correspondence with Steve White of the County Youth Service on the question of financing a future youth club and the possibility of extending the Mandeville Hall to accommodate it.   He said that Steve White was in favour of providing the funds to £60,000 for this project.

He referred to the cuts in service initiated by the County Council in the last financial year and the fact that the County Council had reached the year end with an underspend of £2M.

The new leader of the County Council was Councillor Shona Johnston.

Councillor Seabrook asked Councillor Downes to chase maintenance of Easton Road, including the storm drains outside Priory Farm.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.

88/07  CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

The Chairman said that he was concerned about the length of meetings and hoped that the change to a three-weekly cycle would help.  He also asked that all discussion is conducted through the Chair and that members tried to limit speaking to just once on each item.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

The Chairman also asked that any member wishing to talk to the Press or the District or County Councils on Parish Council business , do so through the Clerk.

89/07  PUBLIC FORUM

The two members of the Youth Club present asked that improvements be made to the football pitch at Pound Lane as there was at present nowhere for teenagers to go and play.  They asked that a goal/basketball wall and a youth shelter be provided, so that they would then have somewhere to meet and sit.

The Chairman said that this would be the subject of discussion later in the meeting and invited them to stay and take part at that time.

90/07  MINUTES of the meeting of 17 May 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

91/07  MATTERS ARISING

a) High St Paving.     Councillor Gray  said that the money is now in place to enable to project to go ahead.  The time for completion is estimated at 16 weeks and it is suggested that the start be after the Stattie Fair and that it commences at the War Memorial end, so that that is clear before Remembrance Day.

Members were very pleased to hear that this is going ahead and the only concerns were that the timing would mean the works carrying on very near to Christmas, with consequent problems for traders.  It was agreed to ask the School whether they would be willing to allow parking on their premises for residents,shopkeepers and staff and office staff whilst the work is undertaken and the County Council to impose temporary parking restrictions to prevent all day parking at that time, thus freeing up the available space for shoppers.

b) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer has not had time for further work on this, but will complete it as soon as he is able.

c) Vicarage Coach House.    No reply has yet been received from the Planning Enforcement Office.  Councillor Gray has spoken to them and expressed this Council’s displeasure.

d) Mandeville Hall.    Plans are being drawn up at present.

e) War Memorial.    No further news.

f) Flagpole.     The Clerk explained that the Church could be willing to pay 50% of the cost of the repairs, which were estimated at £310.   It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed that the repairs and expenditure be authorised.

g) Community Action Scheme.   Nothing further.

92/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0701588   5 Nene Rd, Bicton Estate.   Extension.  Proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed, with two abstentions, to recommend approval.

Core Strategy Consultation.    

The consultation period had been extended to 6 July so the documents were being circulated.  This will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

93/07  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.

Following on from the discussion during the Public Forum, members gave thought to the different types of goal wall and the prices.  They decided to defer a decision to enable Councillor Mrs Blair to find out where they might view one of the units; exactly what the total cost would be, including delivery and erection and what is the delivery time.   A decision on what to provide will be made at the next meeting, but the provision of a youth shelter will be deferred pending grant aid.

         Football Pitch.      No further news at present regarding the spreading of topsoil.

b) Playgrounds.   The Multiplay Unit is now in place and Councillor Mrs Blair is obtaining a price from Wicksteed for the repair and re- installing of the elephant and motorbike.

 c)  Cemetery Cottage   It was noted that the cottage is not yet on the Buildings At Risk Register and the Clerk will remind Katie McAndrew.   A further quote will be requested for the secondary double glazing with a view to obtaining grant aid for installation.             The Groundsman will be asked to trim the yew tree to ensure that it is clear of the building.

94/07  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from Hunts District Council amending the areas of land to be transferred to this Council together with that at Hunters Way.  They now say that some of the land indicated on the earlier plan in Castle Gardens would be more appropriately transferred to Kimbolton School.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and agreed that this Council raise no objection to the transfer to Kimbolton School.

95/07  ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed that the following be approved for payment:

 MHB Services Ltd   Streetlight mtnce Apr & May                      £178.38 inc VAT

Allianz Cornhill         Insurances 2007/8                                   £2042.38  no    “

Powergen                  Hearse house power                                  £20.37 inc    “

Anglian Water            Allotment water                                          £74.01  no    “

Ikelec  Ltd                 Repairs to hearse house supply                 £49.40    “     “

Staff Salaries ,PAYE,NIC,Pension                                           £1840.02    “     “

Fishers                        Sundries                                                 £117.99  inc    “

96/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gray said that he had had complaints about the condition of the road surface throughout Stonely and wondered whether it was our intention to apply for funding for the interactive signs from the Jointly Funded Minor Improvements Scheme.

Councillor Seabrook said that there was a large pothole on Stonely Hill, courtesy of Anglian Water.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked if anything was to be done about the overgrown allotment plots.

She said that there had been intruders in some village gardens recently and that the light at the top of the Leys was on all day.

Councillor Farrer wondered whether the footpath on B645 at the Gimbers End junction which needed reinstatement, would be done by the developer.

97/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 28 June 2007, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2122 hours.

