 KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Annual Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 8 May 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

75/08  PRESENT  Councillor K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs D Hellett;T Sutton; C Ayrton; P Seabrook; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray ; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 1 member of the public.

76/08  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

  Councillor Hutchinson signified his willingness to stand and vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor Seabrook.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed that Councillor K Hutchinson be elected Chairman for the coming year.

Councillor Hutchinson in the Chair.

77/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs Lloyd;D Poole;Mrs D Gooderham and R Gooderham.

78/08 PUBLIC FORUM.  The member of public present asked whether Council had been informed of the use to which Units 4 & 5 Cromwell Court were to be put, as he understood that it was intended to bake cup cakes there and that an extractor chimney was to be installed.  

The Chairman declared an interest in this matter, vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor Seabrook and left the room, taking no part in the discussion.
   Members confirmed that they had no knowledge of this and suggested that a letter be sent to the Planning Office.  It is assumed that a change of use approval would be needed and certainly approval for the installation of an extractor would be required.  Councillor Gray will investigate.    The Clerk mentioned that the planning application for this property which was opposed by this Council is to be considered at the Development Control panel meeting on 19 May.  He wondered whether anyone would be attending since the Chairman has declared an interest and cannot do so.     It was suggested that Councillor Mrs Lloyd be asked to attend and represent this Council’s views.
The Chairman again took the Chair.
79/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 17 April 2008 were read,approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

80/08  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes referred to the correspondence regarding the lady who tripped and fell on the footpath in Hunters Way.  The response of the County Council, although to the effect that they would repair the path, was not very hopeful since they qualified their willingness by saying ‘when they have some money’.

Councillor Downes suggested that our request for a roundabout at the B660 Station Rd junction with the B645 should be for a ‘humped’ roundabout as this would be the cheapest option.  The Clerk said that he had asked for a painted roundabout, but had been told that the main expense was in providing lighting to a much higher standard.

Councillor Downes also reported that there had been a change of policy regarding speed limits, with more scope for local determination and the use of 20 mph limits was also being permitted in some circumstances.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

Councillor Downes said that there is to be an exhibition of the plans for the new re-cycling centre and an invitation to the Parish Council will be forthcoming.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

County Councillor P Downes left the meeting at this point.

81/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.  No news as yet regarding the finishing of the paving works, but it had been noted that some cobbles had been dislodged outside Simpson’s and this has been reported to the District Council.
b) Mandeville Hall.  The Chairman has not yet been able to meet with the Mandeville Hall Committee.        The grant application to the District Council will not now be decided until mid June.

c)  The Clerk said that he now has the specification for the structural repairs and will pass this on to Conservation.   He has also had a Kitchen Designer measure the kitchen area and will produce a plan of what could be fitted there and get that priced.     He felt that it would be essential to employ an architect/engineer to write up the specification of works to be done, so that the firms quoting quote against the same specification.   This was agreed and it was decided to employ John Lightfoot to produce the necessary specifications.
d) Cobbles.   The County Council has agreed to replace the cobbles by the churchyard gate and this will be done by the contractors when they return to finish the High St.  The Clerk will arrange gravel for the footpath to Michaelmas House to be done at the same time as the front garden of the cottage and he will seek the approval of the Vicar.

e) Planters.  Councillor Mrs Blair said that a decision had been made and she will organise the purchase.
82/08   PLANNING MATTERS 

0801249  41/43 High Street. Erect greenhouse, install velux window and alter bathroom.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval as being appropriate development.

Enforcement Matters in the Parish.

The Clerk read the list of enforcement matters currently being dealt with.

 Barclays ATM.

It is understood that work on the installation of the ATM will at last commence this coming weekend.
Land adjacent to 7 Tollfield.

The Clerk said that members will recall that Luminus obtained planning approval for one 4 bed detached dwelling on that site but, thanks to this Council’s intervention, agreed to seek a pair of semi- detached 2 bed homes instead, these to be available for shared-cost ownership.  Luminus have sent a drawing of what they propose for this Council’s opinion before seeking an amendment to their plans.

Members thought that what was proposed was ideal and the Clerk was instructed to write and confirm this Council’s support to Luminus and to thank them for involving this Council.

83/08  WORKING PARTIES

None were reported.
84/08  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed that Councillor Mrs R Lloyd be elected.

85/08  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously agreed that the Chairman’s Allowance remains at £200.

86/08 WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

The following was agreed:

Allotments: Councillors Mrs Gooderham and Mrs Hellett.  It was also though useful to have an allotment holder co-opted as liaison between users and Council and Mr D Whitemen was suggested.  The Clerk will ask Mr Whiteman if he would be willing to do this.

Burial: Councillors Hutchinson; Mrs D Gooderham and Mrs P Parratt (co-opted).

Dog Fouling: Councillor R Gooderham

Footpaths: Councillors Mrs Lloyd and D Poole

Grounds and Car Parking : All members

Playgrounds: Councillors Mrs Blair and T Sutton

Lighting: Councillors L Farrer; K Hutchinson and D Poole

Planning, Structures and Supervision of Property:All members

Trees: Councillors Mrs V Blair;R Gooderham and T Sutton.

Pound Lane: All members

Cemetery Cottage: Councillors Mrs D Gooderham;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd and L Farrer
87/08  REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

CPALC         Vacancy

Civil Protection: Councillor R Gooderham

Mandeville Hall Committee: Councillor K Hutchinson

Parochial Charities: Councillor K Hutchinson and Mrs V Ralph (co-opted)

Parson Latham’s Charity: Councillor C Ayrton, our present representative to this Charity said that it had been many, many years since anyone from Kimbolton had benefited from this and, with it being situated in Barnwell, a considerable distance from Kimbolton it is unlikely that it will be used in future.   He thought that he was wasting his time in attending their meetings and had decided to resign.  He was also concerned at the way in which the Charity was heading, regarding expenditure on architect’s fees concerning possible building works.

He strongly recommended that this Council withdraw from membership of the Charity.

This was carefully considered and members noted Councillor Ayrton’s concerns.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to write to Parson Latham’s Charity and advise them that this Council no longer wished to continue as a Trustee.
Police Liaison: Councillor Seabrook

Youth Club:   Councillor D Poole

Kimbolton School Governors: Councillor P Seabrook

88/08  POUND LANE ROAD SURFACE

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from Mr Ian Puckle of the Kimbolton Cricket Club seeking the Council’s financial assistance in making repairs to the road surface.     Mr Puckle had obtained a quote for the supply and laying of material to fill the potholes in the sum of c £800.

The Clerk wondered whether it would not be better to consider laying kerbs to retain the aggregate, which otherwise just gets pushed into the ditches,  He had obtained an estimate of c £7000 for this work.

Members considered the situation but felt that, with the expenditure to which they were already committed this year, they could not contribute towards this and the Clerk was asked to write to Mr Puckle and tell him that we are not able to assist.

89/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Huntingdonshire Health Walks for May

It was suggested that the foot[paths and bridleways in the Parish be put on the website.  The Clerk will see if this is possible.

Letter from Mr Ingram of HDC Planning in response to our letter concerning 4/5 Cromwell Court.  The contents were noted.

E mails from Mr David Twigden regarding the Kimbolton School applications for playing pitches. 

Agenda for Development Control Panel meeting of 19 May 2008

Notification of CPALC meeting on 21 May 2008

Notification of CPALC EGM on 31 May 2008

Letter from Mr B Trott about Ashfield and Tudor Close sewage system

County Council notification of intention to extinguish part of footpath 46

90/08 ACCOUNTS

There were no invoices for payment.

The Clerk submitted the unaudited accounts for 2007/2008, copies of which had already been circulated.   He explained some of the items and gave bank balances at 31 March. Questions were invited.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Farrer and unanimously agreed to receive the accounts for 2007/2008.

91/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

The Chairman said that he had been woken by bird scarers going off at 0510.

Councillor Farrer asked when the bridge repairs would be undertaken.

92/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 29 May 2008 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2102 hours.
