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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the annual Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 25 May  2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

64/06  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; R Gooderham; C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole;P Seabrook; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council, Dominic Chessum, Village Crier newspaper and four members of the public.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd took the Chair.

65/06  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed unanimously that Councillor Keith Hutchinson be re-elected Chairman for the coming year.

Councillor K Hutchinson in the Chair.

66/06  APOLOGIES were received from County Councillor Peter Downes and District Councillor Jonathan Gray.

67/06  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

68/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 27 April 2006 were read,  approved  and signed as a true record of that meeting.

69/06  MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman mentioned that a number of persons had asked that the minutes of our meetings be publicised better for those not having Internet access and regretted the loss of the notes relating to meetings which previously appeared in the Parish Magazine.   He said that we were now posting the full approved minutes on the Mandeville Hall notice board following the meeting and that the Editor of the Parish Magazine will be asked to publicise this.

Following some persuasion, Councillor Mrs Lloyd agreed to resume the notes of the meetings for the magazine.    The Chairman thanked her for agreeing to do this again.

a) Community Action Scheme

      Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had spoken to a third supplier and that there were the germs of a scheme in Stow Longa and she was seeing if it would be feasible to join forces.

b) High St Parking

 The Chairman referred to the survey being undertaken by members, a summary of the results of which had been compiled by Councillor Ayrton and produced for this meeting.     Councillor Seabrook questioned the purpose of the survey and wondered what is to be achieved from it.              The Chairman said that it was evident that something had changed over the past twelve months by the fact that there often seemed to be spaces these days and he hoped that the survey might indicate the reasons.     It was agreed that this matter required some discussion and therefore it would be deferred to a special meeting during June.

c) Bus Shelter

The Clerk said that he had had a reply from the Conservation Officer who had no objection to the siting of the shelter but thought that the roof should be Cambridgeshire peg tiles, rather than shingles.  No reply has yet been received from Karen Lunn of Highways.           Councillor Farrrer will obtain costings for the tiles.

d) Cemetery Cottage

The Chairman reported upon visiting the cottage with a surveyor and now has the surveyor’s report.    The cottage is in  need of attention, particularly to the damp problems, and there may also be structural faults.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed that the surveyor be asked to contact a structural surveyor for a report on that aspect of the work and that our insurers be made aware of the possible problems.    Furthermore, Councillor Mrs Hellett proposed and Councillor Mrs Gooderham seconded, the proposal that builders be invited to quote for the work outlined in the survey.   This was agreed.

Councillor Farrer left the meeting at this point.

      e) Coach House at Vicarage.       The relevant officer at HDC is on holiday and it has not been possible to obtain an update.

      f)  Streetlight.    A firm quote is awaited from D W Windsor.

g) Gifts to Volunteers.   It was proposed by Councillor P Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Gooderham and agreed that suitable gifts, perhaps engraved glass, should be purchased when required and presented to those rendering service to this Council.

h)  Photograph.     The intention of taking a Council photograph this evening was somewhat prevented by the photographer departing, with the fire engine, to the scene of a fire.  It is hoped that it will be possible next time.

i)  Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reported that he had met with a landscape garden designer with the intention of obtaining a quote for him producing a design for the extension that would meet the needs of the planners and a planting plan.                Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that weeds were growing around the newly planted holly hedge and could the groundsman be asked to clear them and spread bark chippings there.

j) Allotment Hedge.   This item was withdrawn by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, who had asked for it to be placed on the agenda.

70/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 18 May 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

71/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) Development Control Panel.

The Chairman reported on his attendance at the Panel regarding the new teaching block at Kimbolton School.       He was able to obtain an assurance that Ketton stone will be used and not reconstituted stone and the Conservation Officer had indicated that Phase 2 of the development, though being in similar materials, would not necessarily mirror Phase 1.   A further concession had been agreed in that materials for this development will have to be agreed by this Council as well as the officers.

b)  The Leys fence.     The Clerk reported that this matter is currently the subject of a police investigation.

72/06  PLANNING MATTERS

a) Applications.

 0601497  Land at Stonely House, main Rd,Stonely – erect dwelling.

     It was proposed by Councillor D Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Hellett and agreed with all being in favour except for one abstention, that no objection be made to this application providing investigations as to the refurbishment of the adjoining building are undertaken as a part of this scheme.

Renewable Energy Development at former RAF Chelveston.

This is an Environmental Impact Assessment scooping exercise, not a planning application and presumably we will again be consulted if an application is made.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed that no comments be made at this stage, but Northants be notified that we would wish to be consulted on an application.

0601568   18 Newtown – erect porch.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to raise no objection.

0600979  13 Thrapston Rd, - reposition trellis.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed unanimously that no objection be raised to this application.

0601644  23 Newtown – erect three dwellings.

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, left the Chair and the room, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

The previous planning history of the site was noted and correspondence received was read by the Clerk.     The Chairman asked members whether they would wish to defer consideration, since the application had been received only yesterday, but members had seen the plans and had already made up their minds.

It was therefore proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal of this application of the grounds of overdevelopment of the site.   It was also thought that it should be pointed out that the plans were insufficient in detail concerning the height relationship of the proposed structure compared with surrounding buildings.  A further consideration was parking.  Whilst this application is no doubt in accordance with current thinking on car use, it should be realised that living in a village usually necessitates car ownership.  Certainly public transport in Kimbolton is not good enough to be relied upon, and a car is a necessity      This could mean four or five cars being introduced to the site with the consequent need to park on the narrow road, increasing the danger to children attending the adjacent primary school.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor Hutchinson.

b) Local Development Framework

  The Chairman explained the changes from previous editions and reminded members that comments were required by 9 June.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, that we re-confirm the comments made previously .   This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed, with all being in favour except for one abstention.

A member asked what was happening about the school flues, which, it was thought, were to be painted.  The Chairman said that it appeared that the Planning Department had lost the application, for it had never been determined.

73/06  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.  The Chairman said that he was in the process of arranging a meeting with the Cougars representatives.      He hoped that the groundsman, having sprayed the scrub alongside the pitch, could now clear away any rubble.

b) Playgrounds.    The RoSPA report has been received and there is one item of ‘high risk’, being the length of the rope on the Multiplay unit.   This has never before been flagged up as a problem.

Councillor Mrs Blair is awaiting quotes for the replacement of the legs of the Multiplay and for painting.

74/06  APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Councillor Mrs Lloyd, having agreed to stand again, was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously elected to the post.

75/06  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously agreed to retain the level of the allowance at £200.

76/06  WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

It was agreed that membership should be as follows:-

Allotments              Councillor Mrs D Gooderham;J Bolderson (co-opted)

Burial                      Councillors K Hutchinson;Mrs D Gooderham & Mrs P       

                                  Parratt  (co-opted)

Dog Fouling            Councillor R Gooderham 

Footpaths                Councillors Mrs R Lloyd and D Poole

Grounds & Car Parking            All members

Playgrounds             Councillors Mrs V Blair and T Sutton

Lighting                     Councillors L Farrer, K Hutchinson and D Poole

Planning Structures and Supervision of Property:     All members

Trees                        Councillors Mrs V Blair, R Gooderham and T Sutton

Pound Lane              All members

77/06  REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

CALC                         Vacancy

Civil Protection           Councillor R Gooderham

Mandeville Hall Committee       Councillor K Hutchinson

Parochial Charities        Councillor K Hutchinson and Mrs V Ralph (co-opted)

Parson Latham’s Charity   Councillor C Ayrton

Police Liaison                Councillor P Seabrook

Youth Club                     Councillor D Poole

Kimbolton School Governors      Councillor P Seabrook

78/06  CEMETERY FEES

The Clerk reminded members that the last time the fees were revised was April 2003.   It was agreed to seek details of the charges made elsewhere and to place this on the agenda of the next meeting.

79/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Circular on Byelaws from ODPM

CALC workshop on Land Registry 12 July.

Circular from Bank of Ireland re their Treasurer’s account.

Request from T L Cobbold for plaque for Ben Colman.  This was approved.

Request from Tony Blackman for headstone for Cecilia Blackman. This was approved.

Notice of Huntingdonshire Community Safety Partnership annual seminar 13 June.

Letter from Mrs C Papworth

Hunts Health Walks circulars.

Calor Village of the Year finalist evening 29 June.

Request from Mr A W A Burt for burial of ashes of Hellen Burt plus plaque.  These were agreed and members asked that a letter of condolence be sent to Mr Burt

Notice by E-On that streetlighting electricity price will increase to £1116.02 this year.

Letter from Huntingdonshire Local History Society advising that we have been awarded a grant from their Goodliff Fund, for providing details of burials on our website.  There will be a presentation ceremony in October.

Circular from Charter 88 a pressure group for small shops and post offices.

80/06  ACCOUNTS

a) It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed that the following be paid:

Allianz Cornhill                       Insurance premiums            £1995.00 no VAT

Playsafety Ltd                     RoSPA inspection                     £141.00 inc   “

Fishers                                     Sundries                                £39.74   “     “

Moore Stephens              Audit fees 2002, 2003, 2004      £1416.12  “     “

Powergen                          Hearse house power                      £1.74  “     “

Anglian Water                      Allotment water                          £25.63  no  “

A D Tibbett                         Pay and expenses                     £613.13  inc “

C L Thatcher                          Pay                                        £565.40   no “

Inland Revenue                     PAYE/NIC                              £289.94    “   “

Cambs County Council          Pension conts.                      £300.99    “   “

b) The Clerk presented the audit reports on the accounts for the years 2002, 2003 and 2004.   The accounts were not qualified in any way by the auditors except for a comment for the year 2002 that the accounts were not ready within the time scale.

The reports were received by members.

     c)  Accounts for 2005/2006.    The Clerk presented the completed accounts for the last financial year and invited questions.    The accounts had previously been circulated to members and have been checked by our Internal Auditor.

Members being satisfied with the accounts, the Chairman duly signed the Annual Return.

81/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that the cut wood remained in the allotments.  A letter will be sent to Mr Kidman telling him that the wood will be disposed of if he does not collect it.

Councillor Seabrook said that the trees along the Causeway needed pruning and a branch was hanging off one.

Councillor Ayrton said he noted our website link to the doctors’ surgery and wondered if we could ask them to link theirs back to ours.

Streetlight PC27 is still flashing on and off and has now been joined by PC20 in East St.

Could the groundsman please cut back the planting overhanging Carnaby footpath by the late Mrs Slane’s plot.

Councillor Poole asked whether the groundsman had been spraying around the village because Mrs Badcock said that her plants appeared to have been killed.

Councillor Hutchinson said that the sign at the bottom of Castle Gardens was still unrepaired.

82/06  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at 7p.m. on Thursday 29 June 2006 at the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2253 hours.

ACTION

69/06 a) Community Action Scheme             RL

          c)  Bus Shelter                                  LF/CLERK

          d)  Cemetery Cottage                      CHAIRMAN/CLERK

         e) cemetery extension                          CLERK

73/06   Pound Lane – Cougars                    CHAIRMAN

            Playgrounds                                         VB

